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At long last we feel it is time to plan ahead to 
meet once again in the Autumn. So we shall 
shortly have our first committee meeting for a 
long time and start to make plans for our  
session 2022-2023 starting in October. We  
realise our numbers will have dropped but look  
forward to our Walkerburn friends joining us 
and hopefully have some new members as well 
to help boost our numbers. Our meetings will 
be on Monday afternoons starting at 2 o’clock.  
                        Betty Scott  

Coming Soon ….. 
Tea and biscuits after the morning service in 
Innerleithen, names are being collected to 
form a rota of volunteers to make this happen, 
so keep an eye open for news soon. 
  
Lunches after the morning service on the first 
Sunday of the month are hoping to be started 
from October, so keep an eye out for that 
news soon too. 

Hi, a rather full edition, as we remember the start 

of the summer, with the Walkerburn Festival and 

then the Innerleithen Kirkin Service at the start of 

Games week. We have lots of news from our Partners in 

Thondwe , Malawi and a few other interesting bits of 

news. The Fellowship and Care Team (FACT) have  

produced a Welcome pack for all new Church Members, 

this identifies the main Players, the main groups and even 

all the outside groups that use the Church Building. There 

will also be a questionnaire going out to all households 

soon I will let the contents be a surprise, but it is all meant 

to help you and the church communicate better. I do have 

an idea for a Christmas present for Fraser, just a small one, 

but could someone buy him a new joke book! All he gets 

these days, like the Kirkin Service are groans! To his one 

liners. 

Far away I know! But 

Our next Magazine will be the Christmas one, so early 

warning, we will need articles by Friday 11th November, 

and you can all start thinking about sending in Christmas 

greetings, it’s a way to save on Stamps and spread cheer 

within the church, ( I do ask for a small donation for  

Malawi when putting these in, no fixed fee, just what you 

want, if anything).  BUT that is all months away! 

Again I want to thank all my helpers, Karen who does most 

all of the artistic work, Ann and Libby who do the Printing 

and Libby now also ensures the distribution of the printed 

copies, absolutely essential all of them, 

and of course all those that  

      contribute articles. 

                           Thank You 

   Dave Kerr 

 
Congratulations 

and best wishes to  
Rhona and Brian 

McGlasson who  
celebrate their Golden 

Wedding  
Anniversary on 9th 

September. 
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                t’s been really enjoyable to take part in my first Games Week. From the 

Kirkin’ service right through to the bonfire and fireworks I really feel like I’m now starting 

to understand it all a bit more.  I also enjoyed the Walkerburn Festival service, and it was great 

to have a packed hall looking for lost sheep! 

 

            Our major theme at the Kirkin’ service was ‘Watch and pray’.  With that encouragement being  displayed on 

so many of the Innerleithen street signs I hope you are beginning to notice and to give it a try. 

 

We continued for a few more Sunday mornings with a focus on prayer and the Lord’s prayer. I’ve been encouraging folks to 

take away a Try Praying booklet and hope that if you have then it’s been useful to you. Please do let me know if you’ve got any 

feedback or would like to discuss anything further that’s come up from using the Try Praying booklet.  If you’ve finished it why 

not pass it on to a friend?   

 

Paul says to the Church in Thessalonica to “Pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks”  I wonder what effect this could 

have on our lives?  It’s not always easy to be thankful but if we pause to reflect, we can usually find a good reason to be  

thankful for something each day. 

 

Our prayer meeting continues on the second Thursday of the month at 7pm in Innerleithen and that’s a great  

opportunity to come along and put it into practice.  No one will put you on the spot and you are welcome simply to join in  

silently. 

 

Looking ahead it will be great to welcome Pamela Kennedy to ITW.  Pamela is completing the final stage of her ministry  

training at Loanhead Parish Church and then will come to ITW to be ordained on Thursday 1st September at 7pm.  You might 

want to add that date to your diary. 

 

Another special date for your diary is Sunday 18th September when we’ll welcome a speaker from Tearfund to our service. In 

the week before this we’ll be trying to take on a climate challenge. 

 

I also hope that in the Autumn there will be more opportunities for us to meet together both for fellowship and for  

discipleship.  Spending time learning how to follow Jesus together is a crucial part of what it means to be a church. 

 

There is lots going on and lots to be thankful for so let’s also make sure we keep praying and keep giving thanks. 

 

Church Deacon Solomon was thrilled to be the 

first member of the congregation to receive a 

“Wrinkly Roof”, a “modern” metal roof to re-

place the leaky thatch. In the increasingly 

stormy, windy rainy season thatched roofs are 

vulnerable and likely to be damaged. Having a 

metal roof is considered a luxury and Solomon 

and his family never thought that one day they 

would have one! Before and after. We plan a 

concert in the church on Friday 4th November 

to “Raise the Roof” for other members of the 

Thondwe congregation and help them with a 

roof for their new manse.  

Before 

After 

Fraser 



3 

At the end of June, girls  started their 
next school term. Each young learner 
required new exercise books and 
school equipment and the HT Annie, 
sent us a video of the girls receiving 
theirs. One item which we hadn’t 
planned for was an umbrella each - 
for the occasional time when it rains 
but, more importantly to protect 
them from the sun when they walk to 
school or are learning outside.  
With this being our first year in  
supporting young girls in Thondwe, 
we are learning to budget for items 
for which we hadn’t yet planned or 
thought of   Eg. overnight bags and 
bedding for the girls who were  
boarding and for the aforementioned 
umbrellas. In the next month or 2 we 
will be in touch to ask for support for 
our education fund so that we can 
support another 5 girls for the next 4  

Quotes from the videos.—18th July 2022 
 
“ Greetings from Malawi - Thondwe - I am the Headteacher Annie. I have the girls here who you are sponsoring 
through their education- you can see that they have materials which we bought using the funds which you sent us. 
The school fees were paid last week. And today I am giving the girls school shoes, umbrellas, writing materials and 
school bags. The girls and myself want to send their sincere gratitude for your entire support with their education. 
May the Good Lord keep on blessing you. We love you more.” 
 
Annie( HT):- Girls, now that you have received your ‘Ready to Learn’ packages and your school fees have been paid, 
what should you like to say. 
 
Apatseni (Pupil):- On behalf of my friends who are receiving these packages too, i thank you all for buying us these 
materials - the exercise books and pencils and bags. We appreciate you for the gifts you have given. Thank you. 
 

Shirley  Bean 

years. 
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The situation in Syria has not improved over time, sadly. But Samara's Aid Appeal continues to be a 
small shining light in a place of darkness. Thank you to those of the congregation who contribute in their way to 
help this small charity do so much for the most poor and vulnerable in that country. 
 
There is a (very) small number of us now registered with the charity to contribute to the Knitting Appeal. We have 
received a list of free downloadable patterns to work from along with the guidelines about making and sending the 
garment when completed. I'll try and encourage us to post up photos of what we complete and send away. Do ask 
me about the project if you think you can join in. 
 
Otherwise, here are a few prayer points you can include in your own prayer times:- 
 
• Give thanks for the second outreach centre, a rural one, opened for orphans and  
vulnerable adults; and for the answered prayers for teachers and helpers able to staff the centre regularly. 
 
• Pray for the children who display challenging behaviour and for the staff to  
continue to deal with them with kindness and a professional manner. 
 
*  Pray for the divided community where this new centre is located; children from both 
sides will be meeting here with a chance of reconciliation, healing and change to the cycle of previous violence. 
 
*  Give thanks for the original city outreach centre and for the additional staff who have come in to assist the 
current staff. 
 
*  Pray for the autumn appeal from the charity that it will be able to raise funds and items to send out to miti-
gate the effects of winter despite the challenges of the cost of living rises here. 
 
• Pray for protection for the crops growing on the farmlands bought by the  
appeal. There have been a lot of adverse weather!! 
 
If you are interested in helping with the autumn appeal then please do speak or contact me. Sadly, I can no long-
er take the lead for that type of collection but I know Samara and the team in Brighton would be delighted if we 
could take part (email: martheather@googlemail.com; mobile: 077894 99382). 
 

Samara's Aid Appeal:- https://www.samarasaidappeal.org/ 
 
Thank you again for your support and prayers. 

         Heather Martin 
 

Another strand in our  

Community partnership 

with Thondwe is the gift of  

football kit and balls  

supplied by Vale of Leithen 

Football club. This will  

replace the kit provided 

nearly 5 years ago that has 

now been well used. We are 

on the look out for netball 

tops and balls for the girls! 

https://www.samarasaidappeal.org/
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Walkerburn was founded by Henry Ballantyne and designed by Fredrick Thomas in 1846-1847. The land was bought off  
Thomas Horsbrugh so Henry could build a mill. Henry Ballantyne was born in 1802 in Galashiels. He was a member of a small 
colony of weavers and proved to be very skilled with weaving cloth. 
After the mill opened houses were built for workers and their families, the first child was born in Walkerburn in 1856, children 
aged as low as seven worked in the mill, often losing fingers! In 1856 the area was named Walkerburn after the Waulker Burn.  
Shops started opening in 1858 and by 1861 the villagers started to raise money to build the school, the school was built by the 
villagers and they quickly realised the funds they had raised were not enough. So it was built in a way that it could be added to. 
The principal was paid £25 but collected money the children paid to go to school (4 pence) although it depended on what  
classes you took. 
At first there was one class room with 50-60 pupils, no individual classes until the children split up due to ability, the children 
were aged from 5-13 years old. A while later, when there was over a hundred pupils the headmaster’s house was built.  
The Good Templar movement built the village hall in 1877. 
Just before WW2 there was six teachers, on 1st September 1939 around a hundred evacuees came from Edinburgh and were 
booked into the school, the teachers had a different register for the evacuees with their date of birth, school they came from, 
and their host’s names. 
Mike Tucker, an evacuee stayed in the village his whole life and married a local girl, evacuees only stayed weeks while others 
stayed years. (I don’t know if Mike has passed) 
The railway and post office were built in 1866, while the railway closed in 1962 the post office is in the original building still! 
The rugby club was founded in 1884 and the Church of Scotland was built only a year before, the rugby club was built as the 
25th member of the Scottish Rugby Union. 
By 1878 the first gas street lamps were introduced and there was a police station at the bottom of Hall Street built in 1882. 
In addition to the post office there was a butcher, baker, greengrocer, chemist, jeweller, tailor, clothes shop, multiple sweet 
shops, dress makers, knit ware, fish and chip shop, and hairdressers. 
In 1904 David Ballantyne built the Henry Ballantyne Memorial institute for his father’s memory, this is more commonly known 
as the HB Club. 
During the First World War older men and woman ran the mill making over 10,000 yards of tartan a week! In 1920 the war 
memorial was built by public subscription. 
In the 1920s-1930s the school leaving age was raised to 14 so no more young children in the mill. 
A new park was built next to the river with a swing park, two tennis courts, and a putting green though now only the swing 
park survives. 
In 1932 the first summer festival was held with a football match against Innerleithen for the ‘Paul Cup’ for the children.  
In the Second World War the mill employed refugees from Eastern Europe. 
People from Glasgow came along in 1950 when the slums were cleared. Electricity came in 1950 as well! By 1961 when the 
railway closed, shops began to struggle and close, even though the village had the mill, wages weren’t enough and the mill 
closed soon after. 
In the 21st century the Burning Issues was founded as a monthly newspaper for the village. And during Covid-19 a group  
started ‘food hugs’ to help families who struggle. 
HOW WOULD I LIKE TO SEE WALKERBURN DEVELOP? 
I would like to bring back more local shops such as a butchers or bakers, get more pupils at the school, more funds for the  
rugby club, for all the different committees and trusts to work closely so the community is together, and more clubs for the  
children such as a youth club. 
HOW HAS WALKERBURN DEVELOPED? 
Walkerburn has gone from a small village to house mill workers, to a busy village with lots of shops and businesses, due to  
supermarkets all the shops have gone but the post office, and the businesses are now Rathburn Chemical works and there is 
an industrial estate with small and business units. 
LOCAL ACTIVITIES I ENJOY! 
I love playing in the park with friends, and riding up the bike path! And the duck race! 
 

There was great fun at the Festival service Sunday 26th June with lots of songs, crafts and searching for lost sheep 

and colouring them in. Such a  joyous service with the kids, and some adults being quite noisy (as we all want in a 

church service) but it may be nice and you may appreciate being able to sit back and read the winning essay which 

is printed below. Thank you to Alice for permission to publish it.    

Cont on page 6 

 

Walkerburn Festival Essay Winner 2022 
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The heavy rains and floods experienced over the 2022 rainy season severely  

effected the maize crop in the church garden. Only 9 X 50Kg bags of corn were 

harvested when about 80 bags would be expected and stored to  

support the community! To lessen the impact on vulnerable families during the 

“hunger months”, January to March 2023 we have supported the  

Thondwe congregation to address the shortfall by providing funds that they 

decided to use to buy 1260 Kg of rice. It has been stored securely in the church 

to await distribution when needed.    

                                    Denis 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND REFERENCES 
Thank you to,   
The late Eric Pearce, 
The late Ann Park, David Cox, And my parents! 
 
I used Wikipedia and “A Short History of Walkerburn” 
 
Ann Park 
In 2020, I interviewed the late Mrs Ann Park for a school project. She lived here all her life and was the fourth  
generation in her house.  May she rest in peace. 
Ann was born in 1938, she was the fourth generation in the High Cottages. She was a Brown Owl, lieutenant, and 

district commissioner in the guides! She also loved growing up in a community where everyone knew each other. 

Her dad passed when she was young so she lived with her mum, gran, and great aunt, she was an only child.  There 

was no electricity in the house until 1950, as well as gas, but there was frequent black outs. The water supply came 

from the hills and was heated by a wood fire.  In the spring the boiler tubs were taken  

outside, and blankets were put in to be washed. Ann was lifted in and ‘danced’ to get them clean!  She used to play 
on the terraces and build play houses in the hollows behind Caberston Avenue. And she would sledge during the 
winter. Ann went to Walkerburn Primary School, she learnt to sew making knickers and underskirts! During the war 
there was an air raid shelter in the playground.  Ann became a bank clerk and was the first female to pass the bank 
exams! 
I hope you enjoyed my essay and maybe learned something! 

Festival Lad Charlie Nisbet and Essay winner Alice Shoesmith 

Laying the wreath at the war memorial. 

WALKERBURN FESTIVAL ESSAY cont 
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KIRKIN SERVICE 

What a wonderful sight to see the Church so full on this special 

Sunday. The Theme was Let there be light” and went down very well with 

all attending, of special note is the enthusiastic participation of the Kids 

and principles in the Actions and words to the Song “My Lighthouse”.  

Followed by  “Watch and Pray” again enjoyed by all as many of the street 

signs of Innerleithen showed the moto, there  was even an interruption of 

the service as the minister took a call on his mobile. If you didn’t see that 

or any of the rest, then you can still watch it all on YOUTube or through 

our website by using the links at the bottom 

Also as part of the service we had a 

 special celebration below 

THONDWE PARTNERSHIP BANNER 

When Denis visited Thondwe earlier this year he was presented with a hand made banner by the Church there, this was then 

presented to the ITW Church and community at the Kirkin service, it will soon be displayed in pride of place in the Malawi 

Corner of the church. The pictures say it all, presented with joy and received with joy, and the words on the banner are so 

inspiring. 

The whole Thondwe congregation showing their 
thanks and enjoyment 

Presented by Denis and held up by Monk 
and  Sash Girl in front of the band                                                                                                                                                                                            

Watch Online 

Go direct to 

https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=FPAKJzUJWIc 

 

Or our online services are also available through 

our website 

http://itwcos.org/category/online-worship/ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FPAKJzUJWIc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FPAKJzUJWIc
http://itwcos.org/category/online-worship/
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We seem to spend a lot of time in our churches and Presbytery  

talking about the consequences of a shrinking church, reduced  

minister numbers, reduced income, reduced congregations. But 

when did we last talk and plan for church growth? There is nothing 

inevitable in the church shrinking and disappearing in our  

communities unless we allow it to happen.  The church of the  

future might be very different to the one we have now but  

whatever it looks like it will be based around a worshipping  

community, listening to what God is calling them to do, just as we 

do today.   

 It might seem a daunting prospect to grow our church in our area 

but help is at hand. The Presbytery Mission and Service committee 

is organising a conference on the 1st October under the theme, 

‘Growing our Church’. We’re putting together what we hope will 

be an interesting programme which aims to inspire us all to get 

involved but also give us some ideas and pointers to get going. 

We’ll also meet like minded people from neighbouring churches 

so that we share ideas and support each other in the task. 

 

 Presbytery Conference, Saturday 1st October at Cardrona Hotel 

We have two keynote speakers who have agreed to come and share their insight and experiences of 

growing the church in their community.  The first is the very Rev Albert Bogle who has been involved in 

using the internet for mission for many years and the second is Rev Tommy MacNeil who was called to 

a church in Stornoway threatened with closure and has managed to turn it into a thriving church  

community.  Other speakers for the afternoon discussion sessions include Mr Gary Macfarlane from 

Design to Succeed on what we might do with our church buildings and Rev Graham Duffin, minister of 

Loanhead Parish Church on how changing church culture might attract a younger generation.   

If this has sparked your interest, it's not too late to put in an application but spaces are limited. Contact 

your session clerk for more information and to see if you can join us for the day. And if you can’t make 

it to the 1st October, you can still help by keeping the conference in your prayers both before and after 

the event. . We pray that God, through the Holy Spirit will equip and encourage the Church to seek 

ways of growing the church in our community.   

Dr Fiona Burnett 

Convener of Presbytery Mission and Service Committee and 

Chair of Conference organising committee 
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Book Suggestion - "Celtic Prayer: 

Caught Up in Love" Ed. David Cole 
This book took a while to compile as there are thirty  

contributors! I confess that I have met all of them and know 

some of them very well. That means I have no hesitation in  

recommending you to buy and explore it (or borrow it from me). 

The blurb at the back says, "Even the most committed prayers can 

get stuck in a rut.....But help is at hand ...." The aim of the book is to 

help rekindle the spark to find ways to draw us deeper into knowing 

God, maybe ways we never thought of. 

Although the contributors are all members, in some shape or form, 

of the Community of Aidan & Hilda don't let that put you off reading. I have been blessed by 

so many of the contributors. 

Some of you may recognise names and remember faces from my Long Voyage service back in 

the mists of time (i.e. pre pandemic!) so I hope that will encourage you to try their insights for 

yourselves.           Heather Martin 

CHURCH CONCERT 
We are organising a concert on the 
4th November in the Church (Friday 
evening).  InChorus will be among 
the participants.  (See the report 
from Denis on page 2 

PRAYER MEETING 
The Second Thursday of the Month at 
7pm in the Hall of friendship at  
Innerleithen Church is the venue for 
the PRAYER meeting, There is no need 
to worry about being asked to pray 
out loud to the group, it is a friendly 
and peaceful occasion to allow you to 
pray and hear others prayers 

Next Communion  
 

21st August 2022  
and the one after that  

23rd October 2022 

Coffee Morning  
Saturday 20th August 
Innerleithen Church 

 
St Ronan’s Silver Band are 
holding a fundraising coffee 
morning in Innerleithen 
Church from 10-12noon. As 
well as teas, coffees, juice 
and biscuits, there will be 
hot breakfast rolls, cake and 
candy stall, raffles & live 
music from the Band. 

Tea & Chat – Innerleithen Church 
- Thursdays 10am-11am 

Every Thursday, providing there is 
not a funeral on the same day, All  
Welcome.  A chance to have a cup of 
tea or coffee and a biscuit and a 
blether. No age limit, you can even 
bring a friend or more. 

Ordination of  
Pamela Kennedy 

Pamela is in her final stages 
of ministry training at  
Loanhead, you may  
remember her from a while 
back when she came to us for 
part of her training, working 
with Janice. She will be  
joining us soon, as an  
assistant Minister to help 
with the parish work,  
concentrating on services and 
work in Cardrona, as well as 
much more. 
First she is to be ordinated 
and that will happen on 

Thursday 1st September 
at 7.00pm, we would  

welcome a good turnout to 
welcome Pamela back and 
celebrate her ordination as a 
minister. 

Mum and Toddler Group- 
Innerleithen Church  
Tuesday mornings 9 – 
11am, just pop in. 
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our own Elder Aileen Borthwick was chosen as the 
principle guest, a lot of people have asked to see her 

speech, so here it is in full, and a great speech it is! 

Principal Guest Speech – Cleikum Ceremony 15th July 
2022 

Mr Chairman, Games Week Principals, distinguished 
guests, ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls – isn’t it lovely 
to be here celebrating Games Week again properly? I think 
the Games Committee are to be commended for all their 
hard work keeping the spirit of Games Week alive and 
providing events for everyone to enjoy during the  
pandemic.  Well done.  
 
Someone asked me recently if being invited to be Principal 

Guest was a dream come true and I had to be really honest and say no! Never in my wildest dreams did I ever imagine that a 
wee lassie frae Walkerburn would be asked to fill this role. I am absolutely thrilled to bits to be your Principal Guest for 2022!  
 
I don’t know if anything can prepare you for something like this. However, at St. Ronan’s  as you know we have our special 
day when we announce the school’s principals for Games Week. To help the children to visualise what to do on that day, we 
hold a rehearsal assembly where the staff are announced as monks, sash girls etc. I can tell you in all the times we did this I 
have been Lantern Bearer, a monk and a sash girl several times. A dux girl and I was even Standard Bearer Elect’s lass so that 
the children could see how to shake hands before going on stage – BUT -  I was never ever chosen as Principal Guest – until 
now! 
 
I think being involved in any time honoured tradition you find yourself thinking about your own history and I was delighted 
to find that I have many family connections with Innerleithen. My Grandfather was born in Forrester’s Buildings in  
Innerleithen in 1899 and his 3 younger siblings were also born in the town. When he was at school my Grandpa was the 
school’s Standard Bearer and he had 2 cousins who were Lantern Bearers. His younger brother, John, was Dux Boy in 1921 
and his youngest sister, Edith, was Dux Girl in 1931 and girl’s sports champion the same year and then Lady Busser in 1937.  
Move on a few years and my dad and his 2 sisters were born just up from here in a house in Leithen Road. My dad was  
always very proud of the fact that he was a St. Ronanite – so much so that one of the first things my sister and I learned to 
sing was the chorus of On St. Ronan’s On! I’m sure if my dad was with us today he would probably be even more thrilled 
about me standing here than I am. 
 
My mum’s family moved to Innerleithen after the Second World War and I spent a lot of time at my grandparents house or 
at my aunt and uncle’s just round the corner playing with my cousins. I have been a member of Innerleithen, Traquair and 
Walkerburn Church of Scotland for over 40 years, been part of the opera make-up team since 1976 and then, the icing on the 
cake -  I was offered a job at St. Ronan’s and was there for just over 27 years so I suppose it is little wonder that I have always 
felt very much at home in Innerleithen – you could say it’s in my DNA. 
 
Tonight is a very special night for all the young people we see around us. And alongside all of our Principals are their families 
and friends feeling very proud – and rightly so. 
 
I have sat in this hall at a number of Cleikum Ceremonies and shared in that feeling of pride at the young people representing 
their peers and their families each year. It is also a thrill each spring when the Standard Bearer elect is announced as many of 
them, at the moment, are ex-pupils!  
 
Besides family and friends there are people in the hall tonight who have no direct connection to any of the principals but 
who are here to support Games Week and all that it represents. There’s an African saying -  ‘It takes a village to raise a child’. 
I would like to change that a little bit to say, in our case, ‘It takes a small town to raise a child’. Obviously – parents and family 
have the biggest influence on young people and their development when they are younger. Next comes Nursery then school 
and there it’s a combination of their teachers and their peers but as a community we all have a part to play. 
 
Children are like sponges – they soak up what they see and hear on a daily basis, not just in school and at home but when 
they are out and about in the town and wider afield too. So simple things like going along the high street and greeting  
someone you know with a smile and a quick, ‘Hello – nice to see you.’ or out shopping saying please and thank you, crossing 
the street safely at the traffic lights, going to coffee mornings, turning out for concerts, cheering the bands on the high street 
- the list is  endless. All of these acts are witnessed and stored in the minds of young people and have the power to influence 
their actions in turn. 
 
 

Cont page 11 ….. 
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By being here tonight or making the effort to turn out for the fancy dress parade or the Kirkin’ service, the children’s sports or 
the flower parade tomorrow you are saying ‘this is important and should be supported.’ We have an excellent Games  
Committee who work very hard all year round to make this week happen and I’m sure many of them grew up watching adults 
getting their sleeves rolled up and getting involved so that this week can happen time and time again.  
 
Alongside our actions, the words we say to young people can have a huge impact too. Sadly we hear too often about the  
negative side of this but words can and should be used positively. I’d like to share one or two examples  if I may. 
I remember years ago when our daughter and son were both at school and before I had gone back to work, I used to go into 
Priorsford Primary School and help with reading. On one particular day, just as I was leaving, the teacher – Mrs Soutter - came 
up to me and put her hand on my arm and said ‘You’re a natural’. That was over 30 years ago and I still remember that to this 
day. She didn’t need to say that but she did – she made the effort. I have recalled that so many times over the years. You the 
kind -  when you are having one of those days when nothing was going to plan and you question your choice of career. 
 
In most schools, an important part of the Primary 7 year is to go on a residential trip and in recent years we took our P7s to 
London. This included a night out at the theatre to see a musical. On one occasion I could see two ladies, sitting several rows 
in front, turning round and talking to some of our youngsters who were behind them. During the interval one of the ladies got 
out of her seat and came up the aisle making eye contact with myself and my colleague she asked if we were with the  
children. Smiling my friendliest smile I said ‘Yes’ and she said ‘I just wanted to say what delightful and well behaved  
youngsters you have! We have thoroughly enjoyed chatting to them’. She didn’t need to do that but she made the effort. 
 
My favourite visit in London was to St. Paul’s Cathedral. On 3 occasions we had the same guide. He was a retired headteacher 
and he arrived for our tour dressed in a boiler suit and tin helmet, carrying a metal bucket and stirrup pump in the role of a 
fire watcher during the Second World War. He called himself Mr Pinner. To help you visualise this character – if I said he 
looked just like Captain Mainwaring in Dad’s Army – and pretended to be every bit as pompous but he had the children eating 
out of the palm of his hand. They loved it.  
 
 After the last visit we had with him a letter arrived at St. Ronan’s from Mr Pinner– not an email but a proper letter sent 
through the post. In it he said how much he enjoyed being our guide and how impressed he had been with our children,  
complimenting their behaviour, their knowledge and the way that they responded to his tour. He didn’t need to do that but 
he took the time and made the effort.  
 
Everyone – not just children – needs a little praise and encouragement from time to time so if you see something that you 
think is praise worthy – make the effort and say so.  
 
So as a community, if we keep demonstrating how to be good citizens and praise and encourage one another at every  
opportunity, we will continue to have excellent Games Week representatives year in year out. 
 
I mentioned earlier about enjoying hearing who has been chosen as Standard Bearer Elect and Lass each year and I just  
wanted to say it is my privilege to have taught all four young men in the flag party this year as well as Rosie and I had Katie in 
the netball squad. They have come a long way since their Primary 7 days and along with Sally and Caitlin, what a lovely group 
of young people they are. Jim and I have really enjoyed spending time with them this week and getting to know them as 
adults. 
 
Finally I would like to thank the Games committee for inviting me to take on the role of Principal Guest this year. We have had 
the most amazing week spent with a remarkable group of people who are a credit to their families and their community. 
I hope you enjoy the rest of Games Week 2022. 
 
Thank you 

Principal Guest Speech  cont   
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