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GIFT SUNDAY 2021
Sunday 28th November
As ever, the Family Centre in
Galashiels is helping many families throughout the Scottish Borders not just at Christmas, but throughout the whole year.
The need has never been greater and this is how we can help. At the suggestion of the Family Centre, the best help we
can give, is in the form of vouchers.
Last year, thanks to your kind donations, we bought Gift Vouchers from Asda which the Family Centre used throughout
the year to support families in many ways including help with birthdays and family outings during school holidays. The
Family Centre staff were overwhelmed by the generosity of ITW members.
The Family Centre cannot accept gifts of money directly but if you would like to contribute then this is what to do.
You can either buy your own Gift Vouchers (from any of the big super markets) and bring them to church on 28th
November or donations should be given to Ruth Kerr at 2, Waverley Mills Innerleithen EH44 6RH, preferably in cheque
form but cash in an envelope is also fine. Make the cheque to ITW Parish Church and write Gift Sunday on the back.
Vouchers will be delivered to the Family Centre on Friday 10th December so please do not send money after the 5th
December.
Your kindness will be much appreciated by the families who have been helped.
Julia Stoddart

Mountain Bikers BBQ
Breakfast
I want to end the year with a note of thanks to Karen Borthwick for all the
work she does for the magazine, to Anne Barbour and Libby Burnett for their
work in Printing and helping with the distribution, the people who help with
the distribution and of course special thanks to all who contributed to articles ,
stories and pictures. I am going to try to continue with the magazine work
even though we are moving over to Tweedbank. I still can be contacted via
email ( itwparishmag@outlook.com) and my mobile phone is still
07711929605
I wish you all a very peaceful and joyous Christmas and a very very healthy
new year.
David

The breakfast at Innerleithen church
attended by about 35 riders and
families raised money through
donations to buy a bike for the
church in Thondwe. More in the next
magazine on its use for pastoral work.

Dear Friends
As I write this letter, I have stopped to note that it was on the 29 th of November 2020 that I came to
Innerleithen to preach as Sole Nominee. Almost a year ago since that first service and what an exciting
and strange year it has been!
It’s been exciting, as we have followed God’s call, moved to the Borders and begun to get to know you.
Yet it’s still been strange with Covid-19 hanging over all of us. As a church we enjoy gathering to meet
in worship, but I know that Covid restrictions still make things feel a little unusual. I also feel that I’ve
still to get to know many of you but Covid-19 has made me less sure about turning up on doorsteps and
inviting myself in!
However, as we turn our eyes towards Christmas now and begin the journey of Advent there is a
reassurance that even when the world feels like a strange place, God is with us.
One of my favourite Advent hymns is ‘O Come, O Come Emmanuel’ and I tend to listen to this on
repeat in the Advent season. I’m sure we’ll be singing it as soon as is reasonable!
The first chapter of Matthew’s gospel, describing Jesus’ birth, contains these verses
All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: “The virgin will conceive and
give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” (which means “God with us”).
That is the incredible truth at the core of the Christian story.
Jesus came to be God with us. So that in all we face whether it is exciting, challenging, hard or just
strange we can be sure that God is with us. We do not face these things alone but with the presence of
Jesus with us and that makes all the difference in everything we face.
May you come to know Immanuel afresh this Advent.
Fraser

Betty and Bob Scott send Christmas Greetings to all
their friends in the Congregation. We wish them a
healthy and peaceful time in 2022.

Ruth & Matt Kerr would like to wish everyone a
peaceful Christmas and Happy & Healthy New Year.
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From Rev Jack Kellet, member of Caddonfoot now returning to ITW Church.

A memory from a few years ago that will make you smile too is of Carlops
Church’s Prof Rennie McElroy telling how during the offering he realised that
the organist was playing “You’ve got to pick a pocket or two”!
While I was still relishing this confirmation that a congregation so committed
to applying the Gospel could also keep the eleventh commandment (Thou
shalt not take myself too seriously!), the postman happened to deliver a
message from a Minister friend in Australia to mark the golden jubilee of my ordination—and she enclosed a copy of the
SENILITY prayer!
God, grant me the senility to forget the people I never liked anyway, the good fortune to run into the ones I do like, and the
eyesight to tell the difference. New to you too? Someone’s had fun with SERENITY prayer! God, grant me the serenity to
Accept the things that cannot be changed, the will to change the things that can be changed, and the wisdom to know the
difference.
Now, the late Fred Edwards—with so many years’ involvement with hurt people as Strathclyde’s Director of Social Work—
once told me this prayer was so helpful for all of us that he used these words in every service he led, as a preaching elder, and
I can tell you that I still find it useful for working my own way through life.
When I enquired into the origins of the serenity prayer, I was told it was by the American theologian Reinold Niebuhr, who
was said to have used the words to open a service of worship. Later, a member of his congregation spoke to him and together
they worked out his actual words. Niebhur was an advisor to President Roosevelt at the time of the Wall Street crash and the
New Deal rescue package. His best known book is Moral Man and Immoral Society (1932). Apparently, President Obama has
declared Niebuhr to be his favourite theologian too!
Today the serenity prayer is well known as a therapeutic tool in Alcoholic’s Anonymous. In their 1960’s book on alcoholism,
Neil Kessel and Henry Walton cited Friedrich Oetinger, an 18th century German theologian, as its originator—and interestingly— used detachment for serenity in their English translation.
Given that human nature has not changed much, it at all, from the beginnings, my own guess is that the serenity prayer was
first found carved on the tree of life in the Garden of Eden and, doubtless, erected on a signpost at the gateway to all
Wilderness by a concerned minister or elder!

Since our church re-opened for Sunday worship earlier in the year we have seen a good number of the congregation attending
Sunday by Sunday. Understandably many people are still uncomfortable with being in an enclosed space in these uncertain
times. We pray that in the fullness of time they will rejoin us for worship when they feel able to do so. With the help of modern
technology many people are able to either watch or listen to our weekly service live or tune in later when it is convenient for
them.
Our Innerleithen church building is once again being used by a variety of groups.

Manse Update
The manse is no longer occupied. This will allow improvements to be
made to the property in the new year.
Daphne and John send
their best wishes to all their
ITW friends. With grateful thanks
from Daphne for all the messages
received during her illness.
Daphne and John Taylor

Traquair and Walkerburn
Currently a service is being held in Traquair Kirk on the first
Thursday of the month at 2pm. These services have been well
attended and appreciated by those who have come along.
An informal meeting was held in Caberston Coffee Shop on 26th
August to gather ideas, views and thoughts on possible future
worship patterns in Walkerburn. It was clear from the meeting that
there is a desire to see worship again in some form in the village.
Various suggestions were made for possible venues and the Kirk
Session is prayerfully considering when and how best to resume a
worshipping presence in Walkerburn.
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New Thondwe Manse
A Thondwe congregation fundraiser
raised enough to produce bricks and lay the
foundations for the new building. The next
event will raise money for the walls and
perhaps we can lend a hand to provide a roof next summer!

Harvest Sunday
A picture of the 1st Harvest Sunday for Fraser in the Innerleithen Church, it was a
special first as it also tied to the COS National Giving day, different from what we have
done in the past. The total donated was £2290 + Gift Aid £332.50 brings the total to
£2622.50.
The Kirk Session agreed that 20% of this offering would be allocated to the Scottish
Bible Society’s ‘Bibles for Malawi Appeal’. A number of generous church members have
offered to make the amount up to the £600 required to provide a Sunday School in
Malawi with a complete set of bibles.
(Note this is NOT Thondwe specifically, although we hope they may
benefit)

Innerleithen Guild
Margaret Watt sends Christmas
Greetings and Best Wishes for a
Peaceful and Healthy New Year to
everyone in ITW church family.

As yet the Guild has not met but we hope to be able to
meet again in the New Year and we wish that our
friends from the Guild in Walkerburn will come and
join us, sharing time and fellowship. We would also be
delighted to welcome any new members to our
meetings.
Betty Scott , President

TakeTime for Advent
“Are you tired? Worn out? Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get away with me and you’ll recover your life. I’ll show you
how to take a real rest. Walk with me and work with me—watch how I do it. Learn the unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t lay
anything heavy or ill-fitting on you. Keep company with me and you’ll learn to live freely and lightly.”
(Jesus words in Matthew 11 from The Message paraphrase.)
Join us on a four-week journey to reflect on the Advent themes of Hope,
Preparation, Joy and Love using four selected meditations. Taketime meditations
use your imagination to provide a calm, comfortable space in which to meet God.
All are welcomed to enjoy these meditations, which are intentionally inclusive,
non-directive and experiential. No faith background or knowledge is needed to
attend, enjoy and benefit from this Taketime introduction. In the busy
run up to Christmas this is a chance to pause, to relax, to reflect and to
meet God. No-one will put you on the spot, no answers are required,
simply come and listen.
The course is led by Fraser and we will meet in Cardrona Village Hall at 7pm for
an hour on Tuesdays 30th Nov, 7th Dec, 14th Dec, 21st Dec.
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Atupele Ligomeka
We were pleased to be able to support Atupele, a form 2
student at St Anthony’s school to allow her to continue her studies.
She was forced to drop out due to a shortage of family funds for
another term at secondary school and would not have been able
to follow her dream to become a nurse. She now can continue
until she takes her leaving certificate!

Pilgrims spotted at Traquair Kirk!
The Kentigern Way is a new Pilgrim Route leading from Annan via Hoddom to
Glasgow. The 150-mile long-distance walk links St Kentigern’s Episcopal Seat at
Hoddom to his tomb in the Crypt of Glasgow Cathedral. Bill & Christine Jack from
Bothwell Parish Church, are part of the Kentigern Way Steering Group which is
affiliated to the Scottish Pilgrim Ways Forum and were instrumental in mapping the
route. To help promote this new route they decided to walk the 150 miles over 12
days during October, visiting churches alongside the route. On Tuesday 12 th
October they were spotted on the Southern Upland Way at Traquair Kirk, having
walked from St Mary’s Loch. They were delighted to be welcomed to see inside
Traquair Kirk, before heading for a well-deserved overnight rest in Innerleithen. On
Wednesday morning they headed off to Peebles via The Glen & Cross Borders
Drove Road. Bill & Christine (who incidentally are in their 80s) successfully
completed the Kentigern Way. More information on the Route and history of St
Kentigern can be found on Kentigernway.com and in an article on Bill & Christine’s
walk on www.churchofscotland.org.uk

Parish Partnerships Research - pilot study ITW
We would like to thank all the participants who so generously contributed to the research interviews on Parish
Partnerships. The small pilot project looked at the partnership between ITW with Thondwe with a broader
perspective on Parish Partnerships. All the interviews have been anonymised and unlinked from the local setting
and will shortly be shared with the wider research team. This will help us learn how parish partnerships are
working, sharing and contributing to each other’s faith and welfare , during Covid and beyond. Eve Hartswood
Four groups of tick box questions
Less than 5 mins to do
Need at least 30 responses, all
anonymous.
Skip questions you are not sure about.
Ends 31st August

Wishing God’s
richest blessing
on us all.
Liz Birse

Happy Christmas and a
healthy New Year to all
my friends and family—
love from Rita Bean
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Margaret Gates,
wishes the Church
family a peaceful and
blessed Christmas

Walk & Talk
Eleven folks joined the first outing of the new ‘Walk & Talk’ group on Saturday 9th
October to site of Pirn Hill Fort, through Pirn Wood towards Innerleithen golf course,
stopping there for a snack and drink at the third hole overlooking the golf course. A
few folks were teeing off so hope the gallery of walkers didn’t put them off! At the
third tee is a memorial bench for Douglas Watt. A lovely spot for
golfers to sit and admire the view up Leithen Valley. We returned
by Leithen Water to the start point around 12 noon.
During the walk we heard about the history of the
Cuddy Brig, Leithen House and even a bit of Second
World War industrial archaeology spotted in the
woods.
Before setting off we took a wee bit time to reflect : ‘Where are your feet
leading you in your life?’ and asking God to be with us on our journey. We
finished our ‘walk & talk’ with that lovely Irish prayer: May the Road rise to
meet you, may the wind be always at your back, may the sun shine warm on your
face, the rains fall soft upon your fields, and until we meet again may God hold you
in the hollow of His hand.
Future walks will be first Saturday of the month; 4th December, 1st January. Details
will usually be printed in weekly church news email and in the ‘District’ section of
the Peeblesshire News. Anyone interested in joining any walk,
please contact Ruth Kerr 07845 122356.

Wishing all my friends a happy
Christmas and a happy and
healthy New Year.

Chicks4grannys

From Mary Baillie

Is there anyone or do you know of anyone who would like a
jigsaw for the coming Winter months?
We have a growing collection of jigsaws which would normally
have been sold at the annual Christmas Fair at the Western
General Hospital for FACE (Fighting Against Cancer In Edinburgh,
this includes the BGH and St Johns, Livingston). The money
raised goes to enable terminally ill children to visit Santa at the
North Pole and also furnish quiet rooms where families can be
together at difficult times.
This Fair has raised thousands of pounds over the years but has
all stopped due to Covid and faces an uncertain future.
We are looking to sell our jigsaws for a small donation to go this
wonderful cause.
Contact Anne Barbour for further details on 01896 870252 or
Dale Welsh 01896 830412
Dale Welsh
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Two new coops have been built for Granny
Beatrice and Granny Rose to protect the
chickens from predators. All the granny’s and some
church leaders with responsibility for overseeing the
programme attended a one-day training
session on poultry management/ business and received
a training manual produced by Rev Enos. The group
chaired by Mary Soka will meet monthly to form a
cooperative and learn together. Session Clerk Mervis
will provide progress reports.

Storm Damage
The final roof on the damaged homes is being repaired by church elder
McPherson who wants to have it completed before the rains arrive.
Sadly, Granny Odria whose home was recently repaired, died last month.
Her family will benefit from the improvements.
Vote of Thanks from Rev Enos
“On behalf of Thondwe church, I would like to thank you partners from
Scotland for uplifting lives of vulnerable people. Your attitude of giving
and helping the needy has taught us a lesson: giving from the little we
have. We have encouraged each other to emulate the same by giving
whatever little to those who may need help” Rev
Enos.

On Sunday 5th December we will hold a service of
Thanksgiving and Remembrance in Innerleithen
Church at 2:30pm. This will be a quiet reflective
service. It will be time to look back with love and
thanksgiving for the lives of those we miss, a
short act of remembrance and some time to
listen and reflect on God words of comfort and
strength to help face the future.
Covid lockdown has meant that many of us were
unable to attend funerals of those we loved and
so this is also a time to consider how that has
made us feel. All are welcome and please extend
an invitation to family and friends who might find
this service helpful.

Thursday 2nd Traquair Afternoon Service 2pm
Sunday 5th Innerleithen 10:30am
Sunday 5th Thanksgiving and Remembrance – Innerleithen
Church 2:30pm
Sunday 12th Innerleithen 10:30am
Sunday 19th Innerleithen 10:30am

Sunday 19th St Ronan’s House 4pm
Friday 24th Cardrona Village Hall 4pm (prebooking may be
required)
Friday 24th Traquair Kirk 7pm (prebooking required)
Saturday 25th Innerleithen 10:30am
Sunday 26th Innerleithen 10:30am

Fraser, Fiona, Anna &
Matthew wish you all a
very happy Christmas and
thank you for the warm
welcome we have
received this year.

Greetings for a wonderful
Christmas and a happy healthy
New Year to all my friends

Incinerator
The new Thondwe Clinic
incinerator has been built and now
awaits a completion examination.
Once approved a handover
ceremony will be organised with the
Department of Health and Rotary
Club of Limbe. The urgency of this
project was that local youths were
picking through the rubbish to find
syringes and other items which was a
real risk to their health. Again we
thank the St Ronans health Centre,
who donated £600 to start the
collection to build this facility, and
various Rotary clubs made up the
considerable rest, Thanks to Denis
for organising this.

With love from
Shirley Bean
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Thomas Pederson

22/08/2021

Chrissie Craig

21/09/2021

Rachel Kondol

22/10/2021

Tommy Anderson

22/10/2021

ADVANCE
WARNING!!!
Articles for the next
magazine our
Spring Edition!…. need to be submitted by FRIDAY 26TH MARCH
2022. These can be sent to
Karen or David at any time before this
date. Email is great if it is possible.
karenjane247@gmail.com
or
itwparishmag@outlook.com
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