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‘Stand against the elements….. 

Will YOU stand against climate chaos with people in 

Kenya?’ 

Some words from the Christian Aid leaflet which came 

in the post. 

Local fundraising activities couldn’t happen because of 

restrictions still in place but the leaflet had some sug-

gestions how fundraising could happen.  One was to 

walk 300,000 steps in May, so I decided to do that.   

The leaflet also told how Christian Aid works to help 

vulnerable communities adapt and become more resili-

ent to droughts and poor rains caused by the changing 

climate.  One way is to build earth dams to ensure a 

reliable source of water for communities so people 

don’t have to walk miles to collect water each day.  

With help from walks with friends and family I reached 

300,000 steps on 21 May and continued walking the 

following week, by completing over 55 miles on the Fife 

Pilgrims Way from Culross to St Andrews – reaching 

over 600,000 steps. 

Both steps and donations have exceeded anything I 

expected when I started, donations are now over 

£2000.  Thanks to all who have joined me on my daily 

walks or who have ‘walked’ with me in other ways; 

with your donations, prayers and good wishes.                                  

Ruth Kerr 

Christian 

 Aid  

May  

2021 

(See page 6 for more info on how to donate).  

A selfie from Fraser who 
joined Ruth on one of her 

walks. 

  

 Hi all 
 
                  Sorry about the “light” version  
      of the magazine, I have had my usual 2 weeks holiday  
                       in the BGH, just when the mag needs finished. I  
                  think I must have a liking for Hospital food, except                 
                  they don’t give me any! 
  
                  I had no time to organise backup and received no                                
           other articles to put in the magazine at this  
                      stage, rather than hold it all up we are      
           going with what we have. 
  
    Hopefully we can do a bit more for the 
                 the next version 
 
    On the mend now! 
                                        
                                Dave Kerr  
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Dear Friends 
 
Time seems to be flying by as I realise that I have now been your minister for around four months.  As I write I am reflecting on 
the joy of our first service together back in the church building at Innerleithen. 
 
It made for a very different Sunday with an early start to make sure the technology was up and running well.  First, we set live 
the video stream to Youtube for those watching online.  Then the telephone link went active, and the service was connected 
for those on the phone.  A team of stewards were ready on welcome duty to gather Track & Trace details and guide people to 
seats.  Finally, a congregation of masked faces began to gather once again. 
 
There was much that was different but there was much to celebrate.  We know that there is a special joy in gathering together 
in worship.  Our Christian faith is something that we live out in community and to be together reminds us of this.  Paul writes 
in Romans 12:5 “so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others” 
However, I would also like to assure everyone that I completely understand we are all feeling differently about our slow  
release from restrictions and there is no pressure to physically attend until you are ready.  The most important thing is that in 
different ways we all still find our place, belonging to the family of God in ITW and learning to follow Jesus. 
 
It is important that we take small steps forward but that we walk before we run.  In time I hope we will find ways to  
reintroduce social times and singing.  When we are able, we also look forward to resuming worship around the parish in  
Walkerburn and Traquair.  I am very grateful to a number of people who have worked very hard to ensure we both meet all 
the covid-19 regulations and had the building clean and ready for our service. 
 
In the meantime, please continue to stay safe, to support and encourage one another and to pray for our church as we look to 
the future together. 
 
If you would like to join us for worship, then the following options are available each week. 

• In person at Innerleithen Church each Sunday at 10:30am 

• Watching online (live or catchup) -  

• By phone (live at 10:30am or a recording later in the day) – 01896 404505 
                 Fraser 

Church Garden 

The garden produced a bumper maize harvest in 

April when the community came together to 

gather and treat a record breaking 80 x 50 kg 

bags. This will be stored in the church to provide 

much needed support to vulnerable families at 

the end of the year when food supplies are 

scarce. 

Storm Damage    

All the building materials have been provided to the families effected 

and the relatives have stepped up to provide the labour to repair the 

buildings. So they are all at different stages of repair and good  

progress has been made. Solomon, a church deacon, who now has a 

new home for his family says “He is very thankful to ITW Parish, 

Church of Scotland for the support. He has promised to offer his  

services in caring for Thondwe Church wood through pruning and 

weeding.” 

http://itwcos.org/category/online-worship/
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Liked - 

 wonderful to see so many familiar faces walking across the 
car park as the bell rang 

 Great to hear minister preaching in person . 

 Seeing a mix of congregation from across the parish  

 It has been great to have services again in church. I feel it’s 
like meeting together with family who I haven’t seen for a 
long time. A real joy and lovely to come together to share 
in our common bond of our love for God.  

 

 So wonderful to see all the kent faces again after so long. 
 

 I thought the service was very good. Not to long. The part 
for the younger ones was excellent the way he explained 
it. I believe he has what it takes to get us up and running. 

 As we all know the problem with our church is declining 
 members. if we have to survive as a congregation we must 
 try to get a children’s Sunday school up and running  
 Also on line services do not bring in an income. So we 
 must inform the people in our community if they really 
 want the church here in Innerleithen to survive to come 
 to church By sending out leaflets to EVERY household in 
 our community to return and worship our Lord. 
 

 It was good to be together again despite the restrictions 
and the fact that we had to wear a mask. 

 It was great to get back to Worship inside the Church and 
to have 46 present was far more than I expected. Jim, our 
Session Clerk, had those of us,who volunteered, well or-
ganised to welcome and seat the Congregation. Whilst the 
Service was very good, and of course, Fraser should take 
credit for that, what I did miss was singing.  Due to re-
strictions we couldn’t allow folk to socialise in the Church 
it was good that, thanks to the weather, there was plenty 
of chat in the car park. 

 
Didn’t like - 

 Wearing mask all through the service- felt claustrophobic- 
realise that was government  condition  

 Not being able to socialise and ‘catch up’ with a coffee or 
tea before/ afterwards 

 What wasn't so good was not being able to sing!  

 Sad not to be able to sit together as before.  We'll just 
need to be patient and be thankful for the blessings that 
we have. 

Below are a few thoughts from  the congregation on the return 
to the church, what was perhaps missing, something that they 
liked or did not like.   

MH Day 2021 

In Thondwe, periods are causing girls to be absent from 

school. Many girls drop out altogether once they start 

menstruating and can miss up to 60 days of education 

each year, mainly due to a lack of information or  

sanitary products. It puts girls lives on hold and they 

have little choice but to stay at home. TGP (Thondwe 

Girls Project) is a key element of the partnership  

programme linked with Innerleithen, Walkerburn & 

Traquair community. The objective is to provide  

menstrual hygiene kits to the Thondwe girls along with 

the relevant education. So far 600 girls have been 

reached in the primary and secondary schools saving 

36,000 days of schooling a year. The washable kits are 

produced locally by a sewing group and last up to 4 

years. MH Day on 28th May is an annual day that aims to 

break taboos and raise awareness about good  

Menstrual Hygiene Management (MHM). We would like 

to use this opportunity to thank everyone in Tweeddale 

who has helped raise the money to provide these kits, 

empowering 600 girls to lead their lives with dignity.  
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When I first got the email saying that Helen had died, I knew that in my living room there were three things she 
had given me.  There was a large purple hat which she had lent me for an Easter service where we were all going to wear 
large hats.  There was a cat igloo which she had taken a long time to find when she was moving from Nursery Park, and she 
wanted my cat to have it.  Somewhere in the cupboard there was a book of Bach fugues.  She gave me that outside the 
church in the early days, maybe 2007, when I wasn’t even a member yet.  I said I’d liked the piece  she played at the end of 
the service, and she gave me the actual music, saying that she had another copy at home.  I’ve never really learned to play it, 
but it is great to pick out the theme with one finger, 
 
Then there were the days of Fortissimo practices in the church hall.  We did a lot of singing for fundraising and travelled far 
and wide to various guilds and meetings.  There were duets from Ellen Brown and Bobby Knox, solos from Evelyn Grahame 
as Little Buttercup, and Liz Birse as cousin Hebe in HMS Pinafore.  There was the great John Fairless singing Harry Lauder 
songs.  Glyn Taverner retired from singing when he turned 80, and he  sang a very reliable tenor line, so without him we gave 
up singing madrigals and the wonderful O Nata Lux which had such strange harmonies that Helen had to explain that we 
were not actually singing out of tune.  We sang carols up at Traquair, we sang at various organizations who provided wonder-
ful afternoon teas. 
 
In 2009, maybe, Helen rescued the production of Howard Purdie’s Lament for the Little Boats which had been performed at 
the Festival Fringe in Edinburgh.  The whole fisherlassie choir had gone on strike because they felt they had not been  
properly reimbursed for Festival expenses.  I had started off with the Fisherlassies, but I was in three choirs then and felt 
overwhelmed and had quit.  Helen did not have the music that was used, and I did, but not the harmonies which we had  
improvised.  However, with the melody line, Helen could find the harmonies.  She gathered the makings for a new Victorian 
choir as part of the Lament, and a new group of Fisherlassies.  I agreed to sing the solo of Herrin’s Heids, if the Swedish girl, 
Sanna, would sing with me.  She didn’t, but I went on for years singing this song at guilds and fundraising concerts.  It was the 
only light relief in the whole play, and one the audience could join in with also.  Online you can find a few pictures from our 
performance in North Berwick, with Peter Anderson as the Fisher King.  In one picture we are standing outside the church; I 
am carrying a basket, with a red shawl over my head. 
 
When she played for funerals Helen was a real professional and could provide music requested by the families, however  
unusual.  She also played at the crematorium once a week.  It was at this time that she got involved with my cat, Ollie.  She 
helped me to pick him up at Borders Pet Rescue, but wouldn’t come in when we got to my place because she said I needed 
to bond with him alone.  This cat had to have his gall bladder removed at the Vet School, and then was subject to attacks of 
pancreatitis for ever after.  One time she took us down to Galashiels to the vet three days in a row.  I reimbursed her for  
petrol, but couldn’t of course reimburse her for time spent.  One  summer at the Old Station House in Walkerburn I had gone 
down for a month to entertain her cat, Kari; others were feeding the cat and hiding the medications she needed in the food.  
Helen remembered this, and so helped me with Ollie. 
 
At the station house we had wonderful musical meetings on Friday mornings where people brought their favourite  
recordings and talked about them.  She gave us fiendish quizzes about musical themes which I was not good at.  Then  
followed various pot luck feasts, including one for the people who had turned 90, and they received a basket of flowers to 
take home.  We had one last very touching meeting at the station house just before it was given over to the new owners.  
We left Helen there alone, with the washing up, as usual. 
 
By this time Helen had acquired Ailsa, a Border Collie from Arran.  We all muttered that it was foolish at her age to get such 
an energetic dog, but she trained her up as a puppy to have perfect manners and Ailsa would walk without a lead without 
getting into trouble.  Ailsa moved up to Traquair with her for the last few years and kept her company during lockdown.  I 
used to walk up there on the new wiggly path through the estate grounds, and at the door you came to a large treble clef 
sign, and when you rang the bell you heard it playing “Fuer Elise”; then Ailsa would come running with what Helen said was a 
special sound for me.  The dog seemed to recognize who was at the door and announced it appropriately.  I would throw 
balls for the dog which ended up all over the main road, and then quickly depart.   
 
Before lockdown Helen would come to the Cheyne Gang choir, along with myself and Linda Bruce.  I think she enjoyed being 

able to sing there, without the responsibility of organizing anything.  Meanwhile, of course, she had been 
organizing the Tweed Male Voice group, which someone else must write about. After she lost the car she 
was locked down before the actual lockdown. 
 
                 
           Cont ….. Page 5 
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Cont from page 4 
 
One of the songs we sang with her was a parody of Immortal Invisible.  Can you really parody a hymn?  But it expresses all the 
time and trouble she took so painstakingly, so that all these concerts and fundraisings should be a success.  One verse says it 
all: 
 
They have a director, but one wonders why. 
No one in the choir deigns turn her an eye. 
It’s clear by her flailing she wants them to look, 
But each singer slouches with nose in their book. 
 
In October 2020 I took photos of Helen and Ailsa at their door. Helen had just washed her hair and had a towel wound round 
her head.  She didn’t mind my taking the picture, and it reminds me that Helen never gave in to have grey or white hair 
like the rest of us, but took great care to have the right appearance for a music director and organist. 

. 

This has been an incredibly hard year for the poorest in Syria. Not only are there sporadic outbreaks of violence but there has 
been the pandemic adding to the terrible death toll.  Of course, there are no reliable figures to know how many have               
died from Covid-19. The poorest and most vulnerable will have been unable to afford any medical care or be able to                                                 
buy oxygen to support them when they grew sick. 
 
Communities have also had to cope with fuel shortages too. These have affected deliveries of supplies across the country.  
Wheat has been in short supply too which means that bread, a daily  staple for Syrians, has not been easily available. Current 
wheat growing areas have also been threatened by swarms of locusts coming through the country.  Despite these sad tales 
still coming out of a struggling  country there are also inspirational stories that bring hope. 
 
Samara Levy has recently updated her prayer partners in the UK about the wheat field the Appeal purchased. The wheat is still 
growing well.  The Outreach Centre is now open and has an amazing team that welcomes poor and orphaned children to help 
them find ways to recover from their post conflict trauma and to help them get back into education. There is already a huge 
demand on the team and the space. But it is a beacon of hope in a community that is trying to rebuild. The Appeal is now  
considering how to build or buy a bigger building for this work.  The Medical Centre is almost ready and Dr. A & Samara are 
looking for doctors who would be suitable to lead and train future medical professionals. This would help with staffing once 
the hospital is built. 
 
Dr. A has written a book which tells his side of the story about his life and why he chose to stay in Syria to help with the recov-
ery of his country after the war. It also tells of his faith in Christ and how this has inspired him to continue to serve the poorest 
and most needy in his communities. It's called "Up From the Ashes: A Syrian Christian Doctor's Story of Sacrifice, Endurance 
and Hope". You can buy it through Samara's Aid Appeal or through any bookshop. 
  
Please do include the work of the Appeal in your prayers - prayer points below, and please donate to the Appeal if you can. 
 
   * Protection for our team, and our projects, from anyone who would try to fight or cause harm to this important work. 
   * The recruitment process for the medical centre. A number of interviews have been carried out, but no suitable doctors 
have been found yet. 
   * The house we are building for displaced farmers. Progress is being made but there are delays now because of workers and 
their personal circumstances. 
   * An appropriate way forward for a school, for the provision of affordable land in the right location. 
    *For the orphans and widows using our centre, that they will be inspired, encouraged and guided to make positive and 
healthy life choices, and that they will be able to lead full and fulfilling lives.                                                          Heather Martin 

Thank you Helen 
for all your work to 
have created such a 
solid musical thread 
through our church 
and all the  
community over the 
years.  It was a  
golden time. 
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Ruth’s Challenge 

300,000 steps during 

May  

+ carrying 2 litres water 

per day 
Donations to Christian Aid have helped build an 

earth dam in Kenya so water  

can be collected locally instead of each round 

trip taking hours. 

 

‘We are not just individuals…………….what we do 

affects the whole world’ 
Bishop Desmond Tutu 

 

You can donate by: 

Just Giving page  https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ruth-kerr2 

Bank transfer to ITW Parish Church account - include name & ‘Christian Aid’ as reference sort code 

80 09 33; account number 00458480 

Send your donation to Ruth Kerr, 2 Waverley Mills, Innerleithen EH44 6RH.  Please make cheques  

payable to ITW Parish Church and write ‘Christian Aid’ on reverse. 

Ruth will also make a donation to Innerleithen Traquair Walkerburn Parish Church as part of her  

challenge. 

 

Thank you for stepping up and raising funds to support the 

world’s poorest people. 

Scottish Charity No. SC039150 

’Stand together against the climate crisis’ 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ruth-kerr2
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A puzzle for the younger reader. Answers can be found on page  8  
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MINISTER:  Fraser Edwards 
Tel:   0131 477 6646  
fedwards@churchofscotland.org.uk 
 

SESSION CLERK :  Jim Borthwick 

16 Gallowhill, Peebles, EH45 9BG 

Tel:  01721 720483    Mobile:  07799547646 

james.borthwick@btinternet.com 

TRAQUAIR CHURCH CONTACT:   Norman Donald 

3 Wells View, Innerleithen, EH44 6JD 

Tel:  01896 830781 

INNERLEITHEN CHURCH CONTACT:   Julia Stoddart 

Leithen House, Leithen Road, Innerleithen EH44 6HY 

Tel:  01896 830410 

grahamstoddart99@yahoo.co.uk 

STEWARDSHIP SECRETARY:  Susan McDonald 

27 Church Street, Innerleithen, EH44 6JA 

Tel:  01896 830977 

s.mcdonald784@btinternet.com 

Safeguarding Coordinator: John Taylor  
22 Station Bank 
Peebles, EH45 8EJ 
  
dafjon@icloud.com 

PROPERTY  CONVENOR:  Tom Fraser 

Pirn Cottage, 15 Pirn Road, Innerleithen, EH44 6HG 

Tel:  07957 871 837 

tomfraserw@gmail.com 

PRESS OFFICER , HALL BOOKINGS:  Bob Scott 

37 St Ronan’s Terrace, Innerleithen, EH44 6RB 

Tel:  01896 831152 

millersneuk37@btinternet.com 

 

ROLL KEEPER: Aileen Borthwick 
Tel:  01721 720483  

james.borthwick@btinternet.com 

TREASURER:  Ruth Kerr, 2 Waverley Mills, Innerleithen, 

EH44 6RH.  Tel:  01896 833994.  m.kerr6813@btinternet.com 

DEPUTY TREASURER:  Moira Brown, Kirkstone Lee, 1 Kirklands, EH44 

6NA.  Tel:  01896 831027. 

moirabrownkirklands@gmail.com 

GIFT AID CONVENOR:  Marjorie Robson 

 

SUNDAY CLUB LEADERS:  

Walkerburn & Traquair:  Aileen Borthwick 

Tel:  01721 720483  

james.borthwick@btinternet.com 

INNERLEITHEN:  Shirley Bean 

Tel:  01896 830859 

smbean@gmail.com 

MAGAZINE EDITOR:  David Kerr 

The Greene, Leithen Road, Innerleithen, EH44 6HY 

Tel:  01896 831329 

itwparishmag@outlook.com 

Assisted by:  Karen Borthwick 

Tel:  07790512348 

 karenjane247@gmail.com 

 

  

CHURCH SECRETARY:  Ruth Kerr 

2 Waverley Mills, Innerleithen, EH44 6RH 

Tel:  01896 833994 

m.kerr6813@btinternet.com 

Please send any intimations to Ruth, by 5pm on each Wednesday 

 

PRINTING:  Anne Barbour 

Tel:  01896 870252 

The Editor reserves the right to edit or omit letters, but only if it’s really necessary!  If appropriate (and there’s enough room), any submissions omitted may 

appear in a following edition. 

ADVANCE WARNING!!! 

Articles for the next magazine our Autumn Edition!…. 

need to be submitted by  8th August 2021. 

These can be sent to Karen or David at any time before this date.  

Email is great if it is possible.   

karenjane247@gmail.com          or           itwparishmag@outlook.com 

Lysbeth Duncan 24/02/2021 

Matthew Tulloch 27/02/2021 

Helen Furness 30/03/2021 
Answers to puzzle on page  7 (in no order) 

Cold, cone, freeze, God,  ice, icecream, jesus, psalms104:34, 

scoop, spoon, summer, sweet 
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