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HI, to all congregation members. It is great to be
back talking to you, through the magazine. Our world
is somewhat upside down or inside out, or what
ever, it certainly is not normal. With a lot of luck, we
might be approaching some lessening of restrictions.
We have gone through a lot, here in Scotland and I
doubt if very many people have felt they were not
touched by the Covid19 virus, even just the worry
has been intense. we have seen tremendous heroism
from medical staff and many other essential workers.
We have seen the public applaud our local hero’s, we
witnessed David Barbour ringing the old Walkerburn
Church Bell in Walkerburn and Shirley Bean ring the
Church Bell in Innerleithen on a Thursday evening. At
the same time we have seen the virus enter Malawi,
a very worrying sign. Our partnership immediately
jumped in and supplied Water buckets and soap for
hand washing before and after the Sunday Service.
The sewing group in Thondwe have started using
material we have supplied, to produce Masks and
aprons to fight off the sickness. They are grateful for
our help but I was slightly taken aback by the
comments from one of the locals, who said on
Friday, we know its serious, but you know it does not
scare us that much, because we have Malaria and
that is our biggest Killer, just another view.

Nothing much seems to have changed here.
Morning birdsong anthem rings out to announce another spring;
the daffodils nod to the beat of the shepherd's rattling truck and
trailer searching for ewes and new born lambs;
trees pop leaves; squeaky grass grows defying the lawnmower.
Our little road: a woodland oasis, has lost the impatient roar of cars
trying to beat their neighbours to town;
the discordant sirens on the A road do not shout "Accident!" but
gasps for a rapid rush for oxygen.
We do not hear the fears of the village up river....
but whispers ripple down the Tweed all the same,
countered by kind hands delivering meals and shopping.
We know they are there - the
breeze tells us.
Heather Martin

Stay safe and keep praying for all.
Dave Kerr

THANK YOU
Thank you for all that have a Standing order for the church
Thank you for all those that took out a Standing Order when the Church
doors were closed because of Covid 19
Thank you for all who collect their money in their weekly envelope to
bring to the church when it reopens
Thank you for all those that will start that now!.
Because the church funds are dwindling every day and the costs are
not dwindling at the same rate.
Finance team
(I remember my mum keeping all her envelopes on the mantlepiece
behind the clock, for the days she had the health to make church).
Editor
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I have been phoning and emailing people during lockdown but I do not have contact details
for some of you. So if you want to make contact with me, I would be delighted to hear
from you on 01721 602157 or srembleton@gmail.com
If you or anyone you know
needs help with shopping or
you just want a chat, then
please do phone
Ruth or me.
Sara
Embleton

Message from The Interim Moderator
For this message in the middle of ‘lockdown’ when we are all struggling to come to
terms with our lack of freedom and are beginning to wrestle with what the new ‘normal’
might look like, I want to take us back to Easter morning.
Like the first disciples, for us the announcement of the angel at the empty tomb of Jesus
on Easter Sunday is baffling to say the least!
To us as to them the Angel says, “He is not here!” (Matt. 28:6)
‘Here’ for them was the tomb where they had laid Him three
days before.
‘Here’ was where they expected to find Him.
‘Here’ was limited to their expectations of what was possible.
He is not ‘here’ for us either!
‘Here’ - being where we previously encountered Him.
‘Here’ being entombed in our traditions and expectations and past practices.
‘Here’ being limited to our expectations of what is possible.
We cannot fully appreciate the stunned unbelief of the first hearers of that declaration, “He is not here”. He has got to be here;
they must have thought. Where else could He be? Everything in their intelligence, their experience, their understanding of life,
dictated that He must be here!
We are the same in our bewilderment - “He must be where I previously met Him!!”
We want Him to be in our churches; in our religious practices; in our pious routines; and in our expectations of propriety
exactly as He has always been.
As they tried clinging on to Him, so we too try to cling on to Him - to keep Him ‘here’ where we are. He said to them, and I
believe He says to us, “loose your grip on me.” (John 20:17)
Is this abandonment? Rejection? No! Instead, “He has gone to Galilee … there you will meet Him ..” (Matt. 28:7). He had gone
ahead.
Where is Galilee?
Galilee was a little area on the edge of Palestine - on the boundary or periphery of the nation. In other words, He has gone to
meet us at the boundaries of life - the frontiers of life - to meet us at the interface of life.
Christ was crucified - not for being a religious leader - but for taking the reign of God, the Kingdom values of His Father, to the
places of idols! Money! Power! Status!
Christ wants to meet us at the interface with life.
We cannot entomb Him in our religious practices − leaving the rest of life to be worked out on our human terms.
We cannot limit Him to the safety of the familiar and religious.
He wants to meet us in the Galilee of our everyday life – the decisions, the new situations, the challenges of today’s world post
Covid-19 – the new poverty brought about by increased unemployment; the new exploitation of the poor brought about by the
increased use of zero hour contracts; the new increase in mental illness brought about by months of social isolation, loneliness,
lack of purposes or focus; the new racial tensions brought to the forefront by the murder of George Floyd in Minneapolis, USA.
He wants to meet us in the new forms of religious life that may appear post Covid-19. How do we remain united as a fellowship
of believers here in Innerleithen Traquair and Walkerburn if we cannot meet together? How do we ensure that we continue to
provide appropriate pastoral oversight while maintaining social distancing? How do we continue to grow in our faith and
commitment to Christ as Lord?
He wants to meet us at the Galilee of our life to transform us by His resurrection power - to enable us to bring the good news,
the values, and the treasures of His Kingdom to bear upon that Galilee with all its problems, opportunities and challenges.
Are we prepared to meet Him in the Galilee of our life? Or will we seek to cling to Him in the established places of yesterday?
The familiar, safe, and limited areas of our experience till now.
In my former position as General Secretary of the United Bible Societies, I once organised a global assembly for the 146 national Bible Societies making up the global fellowship with the theme God’s Unchanging Word for a changing World. If we are to
serve our Lord effectively in this changing world of post Covid-19 we will need to be prepared to do new things, and to do old
things differently. Let us not be afraid of the challenge. Instead, let us appreciate anew and afresh the liberation and the promise in the words,
“Do not cling to me ….”
“He is not here … He is going to Galilee … there you will see Him …”
With warmest Christian Greetings,

Revd Dr A Miller Milloy
Interim Moderator
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Despite the global
pandemic that is
COVID- 19 life
continues to bring us together in many ways that we should celebrate. Whilst both communities are living in isolation and
observing all the precautionary measures laid down by the WHO our link continues to remain strong, enjoying friendship
between our two parishes.
In March we eagerly awaited the visit of ITW church members Lois and Denis with plans and activities, now sadly postponed.
However our lives have changed with the introduction of Zoom virtual meetings that allow us to continue to meet, plan and
agree actions.
Let us be happy that the chicks4grannys Easter programme has started with 6 granny’s receiving vaccinated chickens, a hen

house and training. Already in May the granny’s benefited from 123 eggs that will nourish their dependents and provide
money for clothes. Thank you to the 3 sponsors who generously made this happen.
Marry says “I have never seen such care
from the community in my life but now
realise that patience and perseverance in
the Lord one can see blessings God
promise his people here on earth. To get
chickens in my village is rare and my
parents have gone without experiencing
what I have now.”

Pay it Forward
Six families have been given female goats as part of another exciting
new programme called Pay it Forward. The goats should be pregnant
and are expected to deliver their kids at end July. The first six families
understand that the offspring will be given to the next group of
families who have already been selected, so making the most of the
first gift Jenny and Emily who received a goats said” I never thought of
a day when I may have a goat but this has changed my status and
everyone wonders how it happened” “For me I see the love of God
working in human”

Church Garden
The garden yielded 53 bags of 50Kg maize which is another bountiful harvest providing much needed food for families during
the Hunger Months.

Covid-19 Response
The Thondwe twinning committee were able to draw on the emergency
fund to buy 3 water dispensers, soap and towels to be positioned at
each entrance to the church. Handwashing is essential.
The church sewing group turned their attention and efforts towards
producing 200 masks and aprons.
Therefore let us all focus ahead to God’s love and keep on trusting him
in everything. Apart from meeting in person we are able to proceed
with all the plans while living such far distances between us. This is the
spirit of unity and love binding us together.
God Bless our link!

Rev Picklen & Denis Robson
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Church in Lockdown March - May 2020
I think the meme that did the rounds on Facebook summed it up best
for me. The photo showed a church building, empty inside, and the
words said "The Church is not shut. It is deployed".
The proof of those words for me were the ways many of us in the
Parish Church and in the other churches in the Parish looked for ways
to help our older congregation members and our neighbours once self
isolation guidelines were known.
In Walkerburn, there was an early realisation that being a small village we did not have the resources a larger town offers. There
is only one shop (with post office). Would that still be
allowed to open and serve customers and how would that
work with social distancing measures? It was obvious
that there was a need for many volunteers to help others
with their shopping from the start.
The Resilience (Virtual Kindness) Group was set up
and grew very quickly to include over thirty volunteers
offering to help in the village. Folk who already supported elderly or unwell family members and neighbours continued to do so
and some took on extra shopping trips for those folk who became Shielded. Others volunteered realising that the many elderly
village members who would normally leap to the frontline and help others, especially those who are church members, were
now themselves told to self isolate. The additional help with shopping was set up very quickly and word was spread using a
leaflet drop and the village website.
There was a growing sense of a caring community. Isn't that the reality of the Kingdom of God? With this awareness came ideas
for projects that would support anyone who had extra needs but wanted to be treated with dignity.
Denise Hanks and Ruth Griffiths set up the Food HUGS (Healthy Uncomplicated Great Scran) project. They were quickly joined
by Stu Waterston from the Windlestraw Hotel so the team gained a professional chef on furlough. The Public Hall kitchen was
ideal with enough room for other volunteers helping with preparation and delivery. The project now delivers more than fifty
meals to villagers twice a week.
About the same time as Food HUGS started, Aimee Swartz opened a discussion about a need for a microfood
bank. The Post Office/General Store in Walkerburn managed to stay open but there were concerns that,
despite all the help for the most vulnerable, there were villagers who would still "fall through the cracks" in
the system. Aimee was inspired to act by the story in the media about a small village using a decommissioned
telephone box as their microfoodbank. However, the two telephone boxes in Walkerburn were still connected
and needed in case of emergencies. From the discussions online, the Walkerburn Community Council were approached and
asked if they would agree to the Resilience shed next to the Public Hall being used. From that point the Sharing SHED (Staying
Healthy and Entertained with Dignity) was set up. A volunteer helped with shelving and Aimee made sure there were suitable
plastic boxes for dry goods e.g. flour, rice, pasta available. The Shed now offers food tins, dry goods, books, DVDs, toys, coloured
pencils along with a pad that folk can write down requests. Two other folk help Aimee keep the Shed tidy and the food in date.

A volunteer offered to make a simple cake for anyone celebrating a birthday while self isolating.
Another volunteer delivers this along with a birthday card. A few have been delivered to isolating
villagers and been much appreciated.
There is a cross-over in these physical ways folk have been caring for our community in
Walkerburn. Folk have seen that they are not abandoned to cope on their own. Even as food lists
are asked for there are also the phone calls that help diminish the sense of isolation and loneliness.
The hardest times being when folk in our community are sick or have died and we cannot
physically go round and be there in person.
…. Cont on next page
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Of course, we have also missed those regular Sunday services when we worship and pray together. But as
that avenue closed so others began to open up. There was a demand for a written copy of the Sunday
services prepared by our Ministry team of Miller, Sara and Brian, which Ruth could distribute and we could
put on the website and Facebook page. The Prayer Group compiled a monthly prayer sheet for anyone who
wanted to join. The ITW Facebook page experienced a greater demand and requests from local folk who
wanted to join it. It has grown numerically over the weeks of lockdown. Some of us have explored how to access livestream
services and some have used the online platform Zoom. Many churches are sharing how they are reaching out to more and
more people over this time as they meet online.
An ecumenical weekly morning prayer has commenced, initiated by Rev. Cedric Blakey of St. Andrews Episcopal Church, again
using Zoom. As this is just a twenty minute gathering it is also an environmentally good way to come together as we don't
have to drive to a very short meeting!
The pandemic has been a difficult, sad and frightening time for so many of us. It has been and continues to be an uncertain
time. But I have been so encouraged to see our communities work creatively, and sacrificially to help those most at risk. I've
also been encouraged to see a growth in an awareness that folk wanted to reach out and admit their spiritual need too. May
we be willing to reach out and help in all the ways our communities need us as church and we stay 'deployed'.
Heather Martin

It is hard to find words
to send to the Church
magazine as due to the
current situation we
have been unable to
have our AGM or to
meet up with members
over the past few
weeks.
For those of us who
have computers we
give thanks to the
Church for their Sunday
service etc and thank
them for all they are
doing to help.
It was a great sadness
to lose one of our faithful members and close
friend, Mae Pearce and
we will miss her warm
presence very much.
Here is a poem written
by a friend on her 80th
Birthday:God Bless everybody in
the coming weeks and
look forward to seeing
you all soon.

After our successful Big Guild Quiz which was
much enjoyed by the Guild and visiting teams
everything stopped because of the Lockdown.
Our AGM has been postponed until a later date.
Our Project Coffee Morning on 31st March
was cancelled and our summer outing to the
Green Tree in Peebles for high tea on May 20th
which we had all been looking forward to had
also to be cancelled.

Now you`ve reached your 80th year
It`s time for celebrations
So we will try to do our best
To pen some salutations.

Your admin skills are very good
And well known through the Border,
Pensioners do`s, Guild Soirees
And Pantos made to order.
Your baking is just quite superb
The taste it always lingers.
If anyone should doubt our word
They should try your Viennese Fingers!
Your ticket sales for all events
Always leave us fair dumfounded
It seems that every village round
you sell another hundred!

Your roles are wide and very varied
Wife, Gran and mother
But we would suggest to add to these
A very important other.
You are by nature very kind
And always very human
So to all your friends you`ll always be
A `Gentle Christian Woman`.

Evelyn Grahame
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I have kept in touch with our members and they
all seem to be in good health and being well
supported by family friends and carers in the
community.
Sadly we have lost Carol Scott from Mercer
Court. Carol had been ill for a long time, in and
out of hospital but never complained and was an
inspiration to us all.
We don't know what the future holds for us all
but we hope that the Guild will be able to start
again in October first of all with our postponed
AGM when we shall appoint our new committee
and disperse some of our funds. We shall have a
lovely social meeting, catching up with old friends
and sharing our tales of
our time in lockdown

Betty Scott.

One of the hardest parts of lockdown has undoubtedly been the restrictions placed on funerals. Unable to visit the sick before
they die, we have also missed out on saying farewell at funeral services. It has been heart-breaking for families not to be
surrounded by the support of their loved ones and friends just at the time when they need it most. At the graveside or in the
Crematorium it has been against all human instinct not to hug or shake hands. But families have known that they are
surrounded by prayer and that gives them strength.
A few members of the congregation have died since lockdown started and I want now to say a few words about each of these
friends whom we will miss for many months and years to come.

Joan Harvey : Joan was loved and respected by so
many people in the community and church in
Innerleithen, by friends and family scattered
throughout the country and by her choir buddies in
the Forth Valley Barbershop Chorus. She was
involved with the Opera in Innerleithen and, on a
Sunday, could often be seen behind the computer in
the church. Today our prayers are with Bill, and with
Neall and Ross and their families.
Rev. Glyn Taverner: Glyn endeared himself to many
of you when, along with Jack Kellett, he took on the
Locum of ITW some 20 years ago. Glyn had a pastor’s
heart which yearned to bring comfort and hope to all
those to whom he ministered. He and his wife Isabel
were integral members of the church. Glyn died at
his son’s house in Campbeltown. Today our prayers
are with David, William and Michael and all the
family.
Mae Pearce: Mae’s life centred around her family,
Walkerburn and the church and the three were very
much interconnected. Mae wouldn’t miss a Sunday
service for the world and she loved the Guild. Today
our prayers are with Eric to whom Mae was married
for 65 years, with her three daughters Christine,
Linda and Judith and with all the family.
Bert Black: A faithful elder for nearly 50 years, Bert also served the church as church officer in
Innerleithen and as Sunday School Superintendent. Bert will be remembered for his friendliness, his hearty laugh and his sunny disposition. Today our prayers are with Margaret his wife, with Alan and Hilda and their families.
Carol Scott: A true St Ronanite, Carol loved anything to do with Innerleithen – the Opera, the Games Week and the
Church. Having spent her working life in Mill, Carol moved to Mercer Court after the death of her husband. She must have
been one of the few people who could say that her father was also a resident in Mercer Court when she moved in. Carol
died just months short of her 70th birthday, having endured many months of ill health. Our prayers are with her niece and
nephew, Jennifer and John Brown.
I prepared farewell services for each of these friends and they were made available by email and on Facebook. If Ruth does
not have your email address and you would like to receive full copies of these services and worship every Sunday, then
please do email Ruth at m.kerr6813@btinternet.com
Let me end with the words of a Gaelic blessing (see above) that have become particularly apposite at this time:
Sara Embleton
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LOCK DOWN QUIZ 2020
All the answers in this quiz
are Palindromes
Abbreviation of mother
1_____________
More crimson than usual
2_____________
Sort the outdated wall decoration
3_____________
A paramedic at work
4_____________
Goes round and round
5_____________
You would need one for an F1 event
6_____________
Water seeks its own
7_____________
Honda model
8_____________
Polite address for a woman
9_____________
A musical note
10____________
Handy instrument for sailors
11____________
Inuit transport
12____________
Playful look
13____________
Long narrative stories
14____________
Pass an issue to a higher authority
15____________
A belief or principle
16____________
Lunch time for some
17____________
What you sing on your own
18_____________
A measure of rum
19_____________
Labour saving garden tool
20_____________
Have fun and stay safe.
Bob

The definition of ‘to come back and bite
you’ is that it’s something that’s said
when something will come back and
cause you problems later. Well my last statement in
the last issue of the Church Magazine under this heading of ‘Vacancy
Update’ was, ‘I sincerely hope that by the next issue of our Church Magazine I will
be able to share that the vacancy process is coming to an end!’
While folks have discovered that a lot of things have been affected by the
‘lockdown’ imposed to restrict the spread of the Coronavirus Covid-19, probably
the last thing on people’s minds was that the Calling of a Minister to a
Congregation in the Scottish Borders would be affected! The whole issue of the
impact of the virus on a Congregation (not just ours) seeking to fill a Vacancy is
being addressed at the level of the General Assembly’s Business Committee.
‘There is a concern that there are ‘blockages’ in vacancy procedure while physical
meetings and travel are prevented or constricted by Covid-19 regulations. Perhaps
the most obvious is the present impossibility of having congregational meetings
which would normally be called to elect a Nominating Committee and then to hear
and elect a Minister.
Work is being currently undertaken to explore ways in which we might adapt our
processes in the short term and these will be considered by the Assembly Business
Committee (10th June) and the Legal Questions Committee (18th June) and I would
expect to be back in touch with you immediately after that with a progress
report.’
(Update for Presbyteries Issue 2, Revd Dr George Whyte, Principal Clerk.)
By the time you read this, as a country we may well have moved into phase 3 or
even 4 of the Government’s planned route map out of ‘lockdown’ and it may be
that ‘social gatherings’ of larger groups of people are once again permitted. What
is absolutely clear, is that the moment we can re-open the church buildings safely
for worship we will do so and that means we can then have a Congregational
meeting at which time a Vacancy Committee will be elected.

Allow me to remind all of us of what I wrote when I first became your Interim
Moderator, “This [being a vacant congregation] is the term used to indicate that a
Parish Church is presently without a Minister. It doesn’t mean, however, that there
is nothing happening in the life of ITW.” (Church Magazine December 2018)
I want to pay tribute to all those who have ensured that this statement has
remained true over the past 22 months since Janice retired. Our Session Clerk, Jim
Borthwick; our Locum Minister, the Revd Sara Embleton - and her husband, the
Revd Brian Embleton; our Elders; Denis Robson and his Thondwe (Malawi)
Partnership Team; our Magazine Editor and his team; our Kirk Session Teams –
Fellowship and Care Team (FACT), our Finance and Fabric Team, our Mission and
Outreach Team; those who have visited, prayed, served in the kitchen, organised
flowers, and much, much more. Thank you.

I didn’t think I would still be your Interim Moderator 2 years after being
appointed, but here I am! I do believe, however, that we are in the ‘final straight’,
the ‘hurdles’ being behind us. So, let us
press on to the day when this magazine
will no longer carry a section
called, ‘Vacancy Update’!
Warm regards

Answers Page 8

Revd Dr A Miller Milloy
Interim Moderator
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It’s no fair

by Brian Embleton

“It’s no fair” I hadn’t used that phrase since my days at Primary School, but I used it the other day.
With Phase 1 and the easing of some lockdown restrictions in the offing – golf courses and bowling greens opening, travel
restrictions eased – time to dust off the old bowls and polish the shoes, and perhaps visit the grandchildren. WRONG – I’m
over 70 years, ‘stay away’ “It’s no fair I tell you!”
I’m fit, healthy and sensible (though ‘one person’ has been known to question that!)
I realise the importance and necessity for the restrictions, and I will not be taking liberties with their easing (I’m not a
Government adviser), BUT ….. But I’m now feeling useless. “Don’t go out, you’re in an ‘at risk’ category because of your age (&
a couple of heart problems 15 -22 years ago.)” Is that out of concern for my wellbeing, or that I might take up a hospital bed?
I had skills and abilities that were used and appreciated until the middle of March – I still have these skills and abilities.
When I was young, being 70 years old was incomprehensible, but so were the internet, mobile phones and video conferencing.
Things move on and so too, does the concept of age. Many of us in our 70’s are fit, healthy and active and with much still to
offer. I’m so glad that no-one told 100 year old Captain Sir Tom Moore that he was too old. We might not raise £33 million
for the NHS but there is still much we can do!

A Hairy Subject

by Sara Embleton

I’ve often said that, when people are in hospital, no
matter why they’re there, all they want to talk about is
their bowels. Really, it’s true. Think about it. Often the
painkillers, the lack of mobility and the anaesthesia can
have unpleasant side effects. “ Have you been? “ is the
question that patients get asked day after day.
So, during lockdown, as I’ve been phoning round, one
particular topic has cropped up again and again. And no, it’s not bowels this time. It’s hair. How are you managing without the
ministrations of your hairdresser or barber? Are your roots showing? Can you not do a thing with it? A friend of mine whose
hair is usually immaculate was heard to offer double – triple even – the usual fee to her hairdresser if only she could get her
hair done. Well, if there’s one thing we’ve learned from this whole
pandemic experience it is that money is powerless against a virus. Yes, the virus still presents a greater risk to the less well-off
in society, but no-one is immune. Money cannot buy health or immunity.
As many of you already know, I have resorted to cutting Brian’s hair myself. Now, this is a man who still travels up to Edinburgh
to his barber of the past 30 years because no-one understands his hair like Renato! Desperation has a way of humbling us all.
I’ll admit it’s not a perfect job but it’s better than the mad professor look that he had been sporting. And before you even ask,
NO, Brian will not be returning the favour. I’ll cope with my hair as it is. Every day is a lesson in humility.
You know, hairdressers are not amongst the best paid people in society yet they score highly in the “at risk” professions
because of how near they have to get to their clients. How true that is of so many of the key workers whom I have been
appreciating daily over the past 10 weeks – the bin men, the postman, the supermarket workers and the delivery people as
well as all those who work in caring roles. My Mum is in a care home in Belfast with dementia. I am eternally grateful to all care
home staff who look after the elderly with such devotion and good humour. And I salute carers who go in and out of people’s
homes, so enabling those people to stay out of hospitals and care homes.
I hope that, as we emerge from lockdown, the world will be a kinder place and that gratitude will be our default setting.
In the meantime, though, don’t go too mad with those scissors. Some poor hairdresser is going to have to repair the damage!

ANSWERS TO QUIZ PAGE 7
1 Mum or Mom 2 Redder 3 Repaper 4 Reviver 5 Rotator 6 Racecar 7 Level 8 Civic 9 Madam 10 Minim 11 Radar 12 Kayak
13 Keek 14 Sagas 15 Refer 16 Tenet 17 Noon 18 Solos 19 Tot 20 Rotavator
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Thondwe
Girls
Project

There are still many girls in Malawi who don't have access to a means to manage their menstruation and consequently miss
days at school. They fall behind in their schooling and often leave at an earlier age than the boys. Thondwe Girls Project's aim is
to ensure that this does not happen for the girls in Thondwe, Malawi.
The start of 2020 was busy with plans to achieve the goal of reaching all the girls of St Anthony's Secondary School and the girls
in the upper years of Thondwe Primary School to provide them with Menstrual Hygiene Management (MHM) kits and the
relevant education so that they could remain at school with dignity and confidence.
In October 2019 150 Days for Girls (DFG) MHM kits were distributed to Form 1 & 4 of St Anthony's School by the Biggar High
School teachers. There were only another 200 girls left to receive the kits at St Anthony's so we hoped to do this in 2020. We
decided to provide the St Anthony's girls with DFG made kits and start the distributions to the Thondwe Primary School with
kits made in Thondwe. A trip to Malawi began to take shape for Lois Hindley, Helen Hunter and Becky Gibby to distribute kits
and also to help establish the Thondwe Girls Project so that the Thondwe sewing group could create their own brand and take
over all the MHM kits sewing and distribution in the future.
The Days for Girls workshops in Innerleithen Church were a hive of industry, with sewing homework set too, but there always
time for a cup of tea and good chats With the fruition of all this work and donations from other DFG groups throughout the UK
and beyond, we had 180 kits to take to Thondwe. With DFG funds we planned to buy the rest of the DFG kits from a Malawian
DFG enterprise and so support the local economy and provide all the St Anthony's Girls with the same kits. The bags were
packed and then.....plans changed. The corona virus was spreading out from China. We didn't want to take the virus to Malawi
and certainly not to Thondwe and with the government advice our trip to Thondwe had to be cancelled.
It was a huge disappointment to us and to the girls of St Anthony's School. However the Thondwe Sewing Group had been busy
sewing their own MHM kits and had made 150 for standard 6 and 7 girls at Thondwe Primary School. Rabecca Pengani was
able to liaise with the School and provide the girls with the education about menstruation. It has been great to see these girls
receiving their kits in March 2020 just before the schools in Malawi closed under their 'lockdown'.
It is now difficult to reach the girls to distribute any further kits so until we hear that the schools are open again the sewing
group have stopped making the MHM kits. The disruption to International travel has confirmed to us that the way forward for
the Thondwe Girls Project is to have the kits made locally in Thondwe rather than using the DFG branded kits made here. The
Thondwe sewing group have been doing an amazing job of sewing their kits and I am confident that they are able to make the
required numbers to keep the girls of Thondwe Primary School and St Anthony's Secondary School supplied throughout their
schooling. The Thondwe Girls Project's commitment will be to support them in this in raising the necessary funds for costs and
labour and also ensuring that the relevant education is given along with the kits. Any further fundraising for the Thondwe Girls
Project will have this focus.
Lois
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I knew early on that we were headed for a lockdown as Covid-19 spread towards the UK. It felt that I had an early warning from
God that I needed to be aware and become a lookout for whatever would be coming over the horizon. In November 2019 I'd
attended a weekend retreat at the Bield, Perthshire. We studied the obscure and short OT book of Habukkuk. It's not a book
with a great deal of cheer - the prophet warned the people of Israel that things were going to happen that would be terrible at
the time but to understand that, in time, God would restore Israel and not lose hope. It was from that time that I felt God
saying to me "Lookout! Look further!". This was further reinforced by two different people talking to me about " treasures of
darkness" (from Isaiah). I didn't really understand what God was trying to say to me. I watched the news with increasing
unease and by February the effect of this new virus in China was ringing alarm bells. By March I knew then that we needed to
be in lockdown and our communities needed to be ready, especially to care for the most vulnerable in order to prevent the
spread of infection, and to help our neighbours to stay safe and well.
Then we were in lockdown. Chris and I took the decision that as we are the wrong side of our sixties and because of my past
medical history we would be as self isolating as possible.
This was not as difficult for us as for some. We live as outliers in the Parish along the Back Road with only one family as
immediate neighbours who also needed to self isolate to protect vulnerable family members. We settled into a rhythm of life
that seemed not so different to before, except we now travelled very little away from the house apart from my husband going
for the weekly shop.

So where were the "treasures of darkness" for me? As I live by a Way of Life with the Community of Aidan & Hilda then I was
blessed by having a structure already built in for my day to day. I have four formal (though not necessarily long) times of prayer
that punctuate the day. I try and have a space for a meditation - though that can vary to include a colouring exercise or music
or just sitting amongst nature.
But there was now the fact that we would not be meeting together as a church community locally. What to do? I tried the livestreaming service from Peebles but my broadband didn't seem to cope with that set up! The service sheets from our own
ministry team have been welcome with many beautiful and deep reflections, especially as we came through the Christian
festivals of Easter, Pentecost and Ascension. Those Christian "signposts" seemed to be so apt to what we were going through,
especially at times of loss. This was particularly felt in the sad times where we have "joined" the funeral services with some of
our much loved members of the church. One of the "treasures" in these dark times.
Despite the printed services sent from ITW, I felt I needed something that I could connect with more. At the start of the lockdown and when I knew the pandemic would cause such terrible pain and fear, I joined in a Zoom Quaker meeting. It was a
mostly silent meeting, which helped me at the time as I couldn't face words or even music at that point. What now? Where
could I go? I noticed a friend in London (a CofE minister and a Guardian of the Community of A&H) was planning to use the
Zoom platform to hold his Sunday service and anyone was welcome. That's where I have headed for my Sunday morning, along
with his own London congregation, a few of us from Scotland, couples from France and the church's missionary partners in
Nepal. What a treasure that has been!
Zoom has been a very useful internet tool and it has really taken off for so many ways for us to link up to others. We kept in
touch with our spread out family by a weekly get together. We joined in a weekly art class, watched Chris Packham and his step
-daughter present daily talks about nature. There were also music and theatre performances to watch. All sorts of "treasures"
to discover and enjoy, despite the fear and sadness while hearing the news of the terrible effects of the pandemic as it worked
its way through the UK.
I hope you have discovered "treasures in the darkness" as well. I pray that as we come through the worst of the pandemic and
into a different time, and different ways to be together, that we have learnt that God is with us however the dark the time has
been. That He has been at work and we may not quite see
what that is or will be. But may He lead us into hope, into
thankfulness and into a newness of life.
Heather Martin
June 2020
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It is so heart warming to see the Church of Scotland’s

So we were faced with not going out, not meeting family, not
meeting friends, not going to church on a Sunday, life as we
knew it was different.

work in Malawi spread. If you remember we had a new
volunteer Eve Hartswood from Stow & Heriot Church,
participate with the ITW group in our partnership
activities, after joining our last visit to Malawi in Oct

I feel for the people who have lost loved ones and the normal
farewell has not been possible. I feel for Ministers who are not
able to do the things they would normally do to support people
in need. I feel for the families who have no outdoor space for
their children to play. I feel for the people whose jobs are on
hold and who have worries about money. I feel for the people
whose wedding plans have been cancelled.

2019. Eve is working hard to develop ideas with the
church in Luwatala (not far from Thondwe) Stow and
Heriot Parish Partnership has repeated the purchase of

maize from the Thondwe Church Garden harvest as was
done last year. Fundraising for Luwatala has also
managed to supply soap and pails to allow hand washing
throughout the Luwatala community. This week Eve

We have clapped for the wonderful men and women who have
cared for the sick in hospitals, care homes and in their own
homes putting their own lives at risk on many occasions. We
have marvelled at the amazing things ordinary people have
done to help others. I think everyone was impressed by the
effort of Captain Tom and how he inspired so many others to
try something new.

reported that the young tailors at Luwatala were trained
to sew face masks , by none other than Rev Picklen
Chafulumaria. Please continue to pray that EVE will find
the support and energy to continue this work.

For us it has been an ideal chance to catch up on lots of jobs.....
Our garden shed has had a makeover and has never looked so
smart, the bathroom has been redecorated, ( we have had the
paint for ages) the garden has been tended with more care
than usual, we have all had time to take stock, listen to the
birds, watch nature going about its usual business and marvel
at the wonder of new life springing up all around us.
We have been able to catch up with friends on the phone, on
facetime but ache to see them properly. On May 9th our 4th
grandchild was born, a dear wee girl called Rua. When we
facetime with the family I talk to her so that she at least gets to
hear my voice but how I long to smell the wonderful baby smell
that only a cuddle can give me. I watch her big sister growing
taller and listen to her say “I will see you when the germs go
away Cha”. They live in Fife so a visit is out of the question. Our
other grandchildren live in Cardrona so we have always been
able to see them over the garden gate and can now meet in the
garden or go for a walk and I confess I have sneaked a cuddle or
two as well!
One day we will be able to have a wonderful reunion but until
then we must be patient and stay safe.
With my love and best wishes

Young tailors learn to make masks at Luwatala Church with Rev
Picklen. Money raised from the Just Giving site has gone towards
the materials required to make masks for the community as well as
soap, hand wash, pails and medication.

Julia (Stoddart)

https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/stow-heriot11

SPECIAL
dates to note
Platinum Anniversary
(60 years) 3rd June for
Jim and Isa Anderson of
1Mercer Court.

90th Birthday
on 31st July best
wishes to Ken Peat
(Sylvia's husband)
of Drovers Way.
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