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There were four people, named Everybody,
Somebody, Anybody and Nobody.
There was an important job to be done and Everybody was
asked to do it.
Everybody was sure Somebody would do it.
Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it.
Somebody got angry about that, because it was Everybody’s job.
Everybody thought Anybody could do it but Nobody realised that
Everybody wouldn’t do it.
It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody when Nobody did
what Anybody could have done
Lysbeth
Duncan

Editor,
“Lovely to have Lysbeth back in print, and boy does this sound familiar!
Please save a prayer for Lysbeth.”

We have a packed
edition for you
this time, which I
hope you will all
enjoy.
I want to let you know that your editor (that’s me)
along with 4 other church members and a couple of
Rotarians are all travelling to Thondwe in October.
(At our own expense, I might add, so not spending
your donations) I know there has been a lot of interest in the partnership projects and I want to give
you a chance to get even closer to our partners in
Thondwe. I am happy to take with me a selection of
questions, to ask the people, the school children,
the minister and elders, the farmers and the café
workers or hairdressers. Please just drop me an
email or pass me a slip of paper in Church, before
the September 16th, so I can get them organised.
I recently visited Kingsland Primary school P5, (who
have sponsored a library shelf, by the way I have
only a few left!, so act quick if you still want one).
Anyway they are sending me a list of questions, but
during the time I was there they were asking things
like, how do they celebrate birthdays?, what do
they eat at Christmas?, what games do they play?
so many other great questions, I would never have
thought of these, so I am sure our readers have
many more I would not have thought of. I will also
aim to take many photos and tell you all about the
trip when we get back.
Dave Kerr

The new Church Website has been launched!
The address is

itwcos.org

It is as simple as that! (please note it is NOT itwcos.org.uk)
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Millwell Park, Innerleithen, EH44 6JF.

Tel: 01896 830309

Email: jfaris@churchofscotland.org.uk
August 2017

Dear Friends,
Come and join the Celebration – our slogan inviting people to come and join the events organised to mark the 150 th
anniversary of our church building in Innerleithen. Hopefully by the time you receive this magazine we will be saying
thank you for the opportunities it gave us to celebrate. But the invitation isn’t just for Innerleithen’s 150th anniversary but
for every moment of every day. As God’s people we have so much to celebrate and give thanks for and we should want
others to come and join us.
Earlier in July at the Traquair service I was giving out invitations to come along to some of the things we do. Why – because although we have a Church News Sheet every week and we read about the different things going on many of us
never try them ourselves. Since then people have taken up the invitation they’ve been given and it’s been good to see
different faces at Tea and Chat, Breakfast Song and Story, the Film club or enjoying the prayer garden. Hopefully you will
come again but if it’s not right for you at least you know what happens and could suggest to someone you know or meet
that they might like to come along.
In John’s Gospel we can read of how Andrew was searching for Jesus and that after he met him he was so excited that he
went to find his brother Simon Peter to invite him to come and meet Jesus. We too should be excited about what we are
doing in this parish and as you read through this magazine there are invitations, stories about what is going on, what is
happening – please come and see and then tell someone else or better still bring them along with you.
In this magazine there is also an article about our proposed change to the Unitary Constitution – please read it – please
take up the invitation to come and ask questions, please come and use your vote on the 1 st October.
Your friend and minister
Janice

On Sunday 6th August the Church in Thondwe held a special 24th
Anniversary event for Picklen and his wife Edith. The event was
used as a fund raiser to raise the funds for fixing the Manse roof,
which termites have all but eaten away, so it leaks like a sieve as we
say! The event raised nearly £500 which is a incredible sum for the
community to raise. It is however about a third of what they need,
so a lot of work still has to be done to get the roof fixed. We see
here Edith with a BIG collection plate! Now that’s what I call ambitious!
We of course wish the beautiful couple a very happy anniversary
and many more to come.
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Our twinning with Thondwe in Malawi, the various projects church
and community are doing well.
Look out for our harvest celebrations and the quilt exhibition
Look out for more stories from the twinning group – when I was
in Malawi.
Our Church garden – in Innerleithen
The Raised Beds
The quiet garden outside the old Session House in Innerleithen – a space to sit and think
Go and have a wander round – bring a friend – pick a nasturtium flower or two for a tasty
addition to your salad– sit quietly and say a prayer thanking God for the beauty and wonder of creation
Our Quiet space at Traquair

Look out for news of its completion

Our links with younger people of the town
Look out for a piece of sculpture to mark our 150th anniversary
Look out for an opportunity to share a meal cooked by them
Changing from the Model Constitution to the Unitary Constitution
Please read the letter outlining the details of this proposed change which
is attached to this magazine

All these are part of Path of Renewal, keep praying that these initiatives keep growing and contacts and
conversations can be strengthened and those involved can begin to be drawn to a sense of belonging

Ian Lunn, cutting the cake, has attended the
new Church for more than half of the 150 years
it has been here

The "other cake" , which
won 3rd Prize in the Fancy Dress competition

The Celebration cake

Many more photos on the WEB Site!!!
3

First of all, a big Thank You to all the kind knitters out there who have made such wonderful items to send where
they are most needed.
Over the last six months or more, some baby blankets have been sent to a maternity hospital in Paris. Refugee
mums who go into the maternity unit in Paris have not been able to carry anything for their new baby across the continents. Volunteers working in the hospital presented the mums with a new, beautifully knitted baby blanket.
Jumpers, hats, gloves for children and adults have been sent across to France via my sister-in-law. Many refugees
claiming asylum in France have been sent across to different regions to be cared for by the local authorities. Some
of those authorities have been well prepared to house, clothe and educate their refugees and others less so. However, there are still many, including families with young children, who fall through the net of official care and so groups
of ordinary local folk are trying to care for these refugees via informal networks of volunteers. My sister-in-law is
helping with both types of refugees and can make sure all knitting she receives goes to the place where it's most
needed.
Similar bags of knitting have also been sent down south to be loaded on the containers heading for Syria via Samara's Aid Appeal. The conflict in Syria has faded from our news media just now but the need is still overwhelming.
Some internally displaced refugees have very little to exist on and no support from their government. The volunteer
drivers who take these container lorries across to where they are needed can still face the possibility of being shot,
kidnapped or the lorries stolen leaving them stranded in a dangerous area. Those who support the charity in their
prayers thank God that the lorries have all arrived and drivers returned safely after each run. Some of these containers on the lorries are left in the area they are taken to and then converted into sterile units built together to make a
mini hospital. These are converted in areas which are very poor, or may have lost a hospital building in the fighting.
All care is offered free, which is not the case for much medical care in the country.

In Iraq, as ISIS is being pushed out of its territory, there is a real concern that sectarian violence will continue. There
is also a concern across the Middle East, but especially in Iraq just now, that Iraqi Christians will not return to their
former homes. There is now much mistrust between former neighbours and little confidence that the Iraqi government will care for anyone else in their country apart from those belonging to their own sect. Please pray for our
brothers and sisters in Christ who face hard decisions for the future.
In our own country there is still an ongoing debate over whether the Westminster government is doing enough to
continue with their commitment to the Dubs amendment concerning unaccompanied refugee children. The

news items concerning human trafficking and the risks these children face make for difficult reading.
Please continue to pray for these situations. Prayer suggestions and links for donations are below, or
speak to Heather Martin:-

http://www.samarasaidappeal.org/
https://www.barnabasfund.org/
https://www.edinburghdirectaid.org/
http://www.sfar.org.uk/

Heather Martin
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IF A CHILD
CRIES FOR
A BONE,
GIVE IT TO
HIM……….
When a
child cries
for a bone
that
shows
she / he AN AFRICAN PROVERB
needs it.
Give it to the child so they see how difficult it is: That can
help the child to know that a bone is hard and is better
than just denying them the chance to learn.
In the story of Saul, the people demanded a king, which
they were given but the result was hard,(1 Samuel 8-10).
Despite Samuel’s warnings and advice to these people to
stick to God’s care. People choose Saul to be their king
God accepted. Within a short period problems arises. If a
child cries for a bone, give it to him. In most cases children
demand and admire things not of their level in the end
they meet with challenges. Some of these are demands
for freedom, material worthy, self-centeredness. Today
many run away from parents and seek selfish desires.
Some are denying the guidance of our loving heavenly
Father. In this proverb we learn that it is better to allow a
child have what he demand so that he can learn something by himself.
Do you want to be led by human ideologies or the word of
God? It is better to be lead by God who cares at all times
than man who causes several problems and miseries.

Can you complete the crossword using the pictures?

New Christmas Light ……. As part of 150th celebrations for our Church Building in Innerleithen we are having a Christmas light made to go on the outside wall of the church facing the car park. In May I went into St Ronan’s Primary school and
asked the children to design a Christmas light. We had lots of entries.
Lexi McTier-Hay’s (P3) design will be turned into a light and we are planning that she will come and switch the light on for
us.
Owen Thomas’ (P2) design will be turned into a poster to advertise our Christmas services.
Ava Rorison’s (P3) design we hope to turn into an anniversary Christmas Card. If you would be interested in ordering some
of the cards let Paul or Janice Faris know.
In December on Switched on Sunday we will have all the pictures on display in Innerleithen Church
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A Harvest Thank You
(Based on a prayer from Clermont Congregational Church Brighton)
Thank you for giving us our harvest
Thank you that we have food to eat
Thank you for all the golden grain
That makes a field of wheat

Funerals
7th June

John Lees
Strand

Thank you for every day of sunshine
Thank you for every shower of rain
Thank you for every wayside flower
In a country lane

30th June

Frances Waldie
Mercer Court

th

12 July

Bessie Smith
Mercer Court

Thank you for every crispy apple
Thank you for shiny blackberries
Thank you for juicy pears and peaches
From the leafy trees

4th August

Anne Thomson
Buccleuch Street

Thank you for all the ripe tomatoes
Thank you for peas and beans we
grow
Thank you for carrots and potatoes
We enjoy them so!

7th August

Ellen Brown
Mercer Court

Wedding
7th July at Traquair House Chapel: Greg Witt to
Shauna Richard from Edmonton Canada

Thank you for all the busy bakers
Thank you for farmers, grocers too
Thank you for all the lorry drivers
And the work they do
Thank you for giving us our harvest
Thank you for autumn colours bright
Help us to show our thanks by serving
You Lord, day and night

The best appeal for a charity I ever heard was
when the speaker, after telling us of the work his
organisation did for those in need, added.

We will be celebrating harvest on Sunday 24th September the Kirk
Session agreed that, as before, food donations would go to
St Catharine’s Centre and this year monetary donations would go to
Peebles Food Bank.

“I want you to feel for those people,
first in your heart and then in your
pocket.”
When the plate was passed round it was filled to
the brim.
Winnie Watt

John Knox, Leithen
Mills, 10th August

Eric Pearce, Walkerburn, 7th September

John Laidlaw
Horsburgh
Ford, 4th
September

Birthdays and celebrations
Please remember to let us know if anyone has a
special birthday or anniversary
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Isa Anderson,
Church Street,
September 12th

For more information read on …...
This proposed change to the Unitary Constitution – what’s it about - what do we have to do?
1 Our Current position
We currently operate under the Model Constitution where Spiritual affairs are dealt with by the Kirk Session and matters such as finance and fabric are dealt with
by the Congregational Board. A Unitary Constitution establishes a single leadership body – the Kirk Session. Key elements of work – finance, fabric, stewardship, pastoral care, worship and discipleship, children and young people, would be delegated to groups made up of members with appropriate skills and with
an agreed budget and authority. These groups would be made up of elders, church members and adherents.
2 Why are we considering this change?
The Local Review held on 19th January 2015 urged the Kirk Session and the Congregational Board to explore moving from the Model Constitution to the Unitary
Constitution. The thinking behind this was that we would make better use of the skills and talents within our congregation and we would no longer have the
problem of trying to find folk to serve on the Congregational Board.
3 What have we done so far?
The Kirk Session set up a small group to consider the implications for our parish and to weigh up the pros and cons for I.T.W. These were discussed at Kirk Session
Meetings in 2016/17 and at the Trustees Meeting and the A.S.M, both held in March 2017 permission was given to carry on exploring the possibility of
changing from the Model Constitution to the Unitary Constitution. After further discussion at a joint meeting of the Board and Kirk Session in June 2017 it was
unanimously agreed to set in process the move to the Unitary Constitution.
4 How will the Unitary Constitution work?
Members of the Kirk Session will be the Trustees.
Board Members and Guild Committee Members will cease to be Trustees
We will have up to 6 Kirk Session Meetings a year
We will have 4 committees
Finance and Fabric (which looks after our buildings and the accounts)
Pastoral Care (which looks after the visiting and social needs of our church family)
Worship, Prayer and Bible Study ( which looks after our worship arrangements and provides opportunities for us to learn more about
the bible)
Mission and Outreach ( which looks after the work we do in the local and wider community e.g. Twinning with Thondwe, work with
children and young people)
Each Committee will be made up of Elders, Current Board Members and other members of the congregation who have skills in a particular area
These committees will meet regularly, have their own small budget and report to the Kirk Session and have the chance to showcase their work.
The Minister and Session Clerk will be ex-officio on all committees
There will still be an annual meeting of the congregation when the accounts are presented.
5. What is happening now?
At the last Kirk Session Meeting elders signed up for one of the four committees.
All Board members are going to be asked to join a committee
From now until the end of the year all meetings will be joint Board/Kirk Session as we trial the new process.
We hope to make the Unitary Constitution permanent from January 1st 2018. (Our Financial year runs from January to December)
6 What happens next?
We need your (the congregation’s) approval. So we will be having an EGM on Sunday 1st October after the morning service in Innerleithen to enable you- the
congregation to vote for or against this change
To help you prepare for this meeting we are sending you this letter, with your magazine. If you have any questions please feel free to ask. We want everyone to
understand what we are doing. To give people the chance to ask about the changes we are holding two informal meetings, the first on Thursday 28th
September 7-9.00pm Meeting Room Innerleithen Church where Jim Borthwick and Rev Janice Faris will do their best to answer your questions and the
second on Friday 29th September 2-4.00pm Caberston Coffee Shop Walkerburn where Julia Stoddart and Rev Janice Faris will answer any questions you may
have.
If on the 1st October the congregation approves the move to the Unitary Constitution then we will write to Presbytery asking for their approval and they will inform
121 George Street.
Several local congregations have made this change and are pleased to have done so.
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BORDER
STREET
PASTORS

Dear Friends
You will see that we have now been on the streets of the Borders for over a year (June 10 th
was the actual date) and up until last Saturday have completed 72 patrols in the Borders. The
majority are in Galashiels, but since January there has been a monthly patrol in
Hawick. In addition, we supported the towns of Melrose and Earlston during the rugby 7s,
Hawick with extra patrols during the Common Riding, Galashiels during the Braw Lads
Gathering, Melrose for Hogmanay, and had a presence recently at Burnfoot Carnival (a
display stand).
We are putting the Gospel into action on the streets of the Borders, and that is a REAL privilege!

We know that there are many Churches and individuals who pray for us regularly. That support is vital and we thank you for
it. For ourselves, I recognise that Borders Street Pastors needs to improve with prayer coordination, and that is something
that we will be working on.
We recently had three members do training as Response Pastors. Response Pastors are a recent addition to the Street
Pastor family and are available to ‘Listen, Care and Help’ at a major incident. Response Pastors were deployed at the
Croydon tram crash last year, the attacks in Manchester and London, and most recently at the Grenfell tower block disaster.
There are many other parts to the Street Pastor family which we have not touched here in the Borders, School Pastors being
one which I know there is great potential for, but as yet we are not resourced (personnel wise) to do. With the Borders
Railway, Rail Pastors is another part of the family, but again, as yet we are not resourced for that.
Our main focus continues to be to provide a weekly patrol in Galashiels, and to be able to increase the number of patrols in
Hawick from once a month. This can be challenging, given limited numbers of Street Pastors we have, and this is something
that I would ask you to pray about. As well as the evening Street Pastors, we are also looking for folk who would be able to
assist, once a month at day time events....we are calling it Day Pastors.
I have had the privilege of speaking at a number of Churches in the Borders about Street Pastors (about 7 or 8 minutes) and
if this is something that may be of assistance to you, please do let me know.
Once again, I would say what a privilege it is to be putting the Gospel into action on the streets in our Border towns. There
have been quite a number of folk who have come out with us to observe what we do. All are amazed at the welcome we
receive. For some, this isn’t practical, but for others.....why not give it a go......or encourage those who you know might be
interested to give it a go.....putting the Gospel into action in the Borders!
Blessing

Outdoor service at the site of
the old Church on the date of
the last service (11th August) in
the Cemetery on Leithen Road
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PLEASE GO TO THE WEBSITE TO
SEE MANY MORE PICTURES

Fun-Time Tuesday - Thank You to everyone who came along and helped –

and a special thank you to all those who helped with It’s definitely not a duck race.
301 balls were released on the Leithen opposite the site of the Old Church and the
first three to arrive opposite Innerleithen Church were first 170 (J Wheater), second
101 (S Sommerville) and third 178 (Lisbeth Rutherford). All the proceeds go towards
helping fund our new Christmas Light.
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Forthcoming Services
Innerleithen Church
Breakfast Song and Story – the first Sunday of every month 8.30 am -9.30 am
Sunday 3rd September, Sunday 1st October, Sunday 5th November, Sunday 3rd December
Breakfast is at 8.30am in the Hall of Friendship - Song and Story begins about 9.00am in the Meeting Room.
Come and join us
Communion – the third Thursday of every month at 9.30am in the Meeting Room
21st September, 19th October, 16th November
Services at Mercer Court at 2.00pm: October 10th at 2.00pm, November 28th at 2.00pm (Communion)
Services at St Ronan’s House at 4.00pm: September 17th, October 15th, November 19th (Communion)
Sunday Worship across the Parish
27th August

10.00am Traquair and Innerleithen 11.30am

3rd September

Breakfast Song and Story at 8.30am
10.30am Innerleithen
th
10 September
10.00am Traquair and 11.30am Innerleithen
th
17 September
10.00am Walkerburn Public Hall and 11.30am Innerleithen
24th September Harvest Festival -10.00am Traquair and 11.30am Innerleithen
1st October

Breakfast Song and Story at 8.30am
10.30am Innerleithen
Followed by an EGM regarding changing from the Model to the Unitary Constitution
Then Lunch
th
8 October10.00am Traquair and 11.30am Innerleithen
15th October10.00am Walkerburn Public Hall and 11.30am Innerleithen
22nd October10.00am Traquair and 11.30am Innerleithen
29th October Communion Sunday - 10.00 am Walkerburn Public Hall and 11.30am Innerleithen
5th November

Breakfast Song and Story at 8.30am
10.30am Innerleithen
Bread and Soup Lunch
12th November Remembrance Sunday (see notices for details)
19th November10.00am Walkerburn Public Hall and 11.30am Innerleithen
26th November10.00am Traquair and 11.30am Innerleithen
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ADVANCE
WARNING!!!
See articles in newsletter for more info

23/9/17

Fundraiser

Show of Quilts

28/9/17

Constitution Questions & Answers

Articles for the next magazine our
Christmas Edition!…. need to be
submitted by 5th November 2017. These can be sent to
Karen or David at any time before this date. Email is great
if it is possible. (Please note change of email
addresses).

10—3pm

Meeting Room, Innerleithen Church
7-9pm
29/9/17

karenjane247@gmail.com
or
itwparishmag@outlook.com

Constitution Questions & Answers
Caberston Coffee Shop

2– 4pm

MINISTER: Rev Janice Faris
The Manse, 1 Millwell Park, Innerleithen, EH44 6JF
Tel: 01896 830309
jfaris@churchofscotland.org.uk

PASTORAL ASSISTANT: Rev Sara Embleton

SESSION AND BOARD CLERK : Jim Borthwick
16 Gallowhill, Peebles, EH45 9BG
Tel: 01721 720483
james.borthwick@btinternet.com

INNERLEITHEN CHURCH CONTACT: Julia Stoddart
Leithen House, Leithen Road, Innerleithen EH44 6HY
Tel: 01896 830410
grahamstoddart99@yahoo.co.uk

TRAQUAIR CHURCH CONTACT: Norman Donald
3 Wells View, Innerleithen, EH44 6JD
Tel: 01896 830781

Safeguarding Coordinator: John Taylor
22 Station Bank
Peebles, EH45 8EJ

Tel: 01721 602157

dafjon@icloud.com
STEWARDSHIP SECRETARY: Susan McDonald
27 Church Street, Innerleithen, EH44 6JA
Tel: 01896 830977
s.mcdonald784@btinternet.com

ORGANIST: Helen Furness
5 Nursery Park, Innerleithen, EH44 6JB
Tel: 01896 831778
Mobile: 07913 392528
h.furness@talk21.com

PROPERTY CONVENOR: Tom Fraser
2 Wells View, Innerleithen.
Tel: 07957 871 837

PRESS OFFICER , HALL BOOKINGS and ROLL KEEPER: Bob Scott
37 St Ronan’s Terrace, Innerleithen, EH44 6RB
Tel: 01896 831152
millersneuk37@btinternet.com

tomfraserw@gmail.com
TREASURER: Ruth Kerr, 2 Waverley Mills, Innerleithen,
EH44 6RH. Tel: 01896 833994. m.kerr6813@btinternet.com
DEPUTY TREASURER: Moira Brown, Kirkstone Lee, 1 Kirklands, EH44
6NA. Tel: 01896 831027.
moirabrownkirklands@gmail.com
GIFT AID CONVENOR: Mr Ray Bruce,
The Bungalow,
Peebles Road, Innerleithen, EH44 6QZ
Tel: 01896 831777
w.ray.bruce@outlook.com

SUNDAY CLUB LEADERS:
Walkerburn & Traquair: Aileen Borthwick
Tel: 01721 720483
james.borthwick@btinternet.com
INNERLEITHEN: Shirley Bean
Tel: 01896 830859
Shirley@enrack.freeserve.co.uk

MAGAZINE EDITOR: David Kerr
The Greene, Leithen Road, Innerleithen, EH44 6HY
Tel: 01896 831329
itwparishmag@outlook.com
Assisted by: Karen Borthwick
Tel: 07790512348
karenjane247@gmail.com

MAGAZINE REPRESENTATIVES:
Rita Bean, 7 Nursery Park, Innerleithen, EH44 6JB
Tel: 01896 830984
Rita.bean@mypostoffice.co.uk
Margaret Gates, 1 Craig Terrace, Innerleithen, EH44 6LU
Tel: 01896 830074
Margarethgates@supanet.com
Mae Pearce, 6 Park Avenue, Walkerburn
Tel: 01896 870363

The Editor reserves the right to edit or omit letters, but only if it’s really necessary! If appropriate (and there’s enough room), any submissions omitted
may appear in a following edition.
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